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DEFENSE MORNING CLIPS 
A s  o f  0 4 3 0  H o u r s ,  O c t o b e r  2 5  

 

OVERVIEW 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley spoke with his Russian counterpart to discuss “several 

security-related issues of concern,” while NATO leaders rejected Russian allegations of a Ukraine “dirty bomb,” 

and a senior U.S. military officer said there was no indication that Moscow had decided to use nuclear, chemical 

or biological weapons, the New York Times reported. Separately, Russian officials said they were forming 

territorial defense units to defend Kherson, while Ukrainian officials said the country had shot down 222 of 330 

Iranian-made suicide drones deployed by Russia, the Wall Street Journal wrote. Also of note, National Security 

Council Coordinator for Strategic Communications John Kirby said the U.S. was “working through a possible 

meeting” between President Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping next month, according to Bloomberg. 

 

TOP STORIES 

1. Western Officials Warn of Russian Ploy: Using Dirty Bomb as Pretext to Expand War 

New York Times, Oct. 25 (0300), Pg. A9 | David E. Sanger, Julian E. Barnes, Eric Schmitt and Helene Cooper 

Top officials from the United States, Britain and France sought on Monday to call out what they said was a 

transparent ploy by Moscow to create a pretext for escalating the war in Ukraine, rejecting claims by the Kremlin 

that Kyiv was preparing to detonate a dirty bomb on its own territory. The flurry of phone calls between American, 

NATO and Russian officials came after more than six months in which communications were sparse. And the 

sudden frequency of the calls, and resultant warnings, reflected what American officials said was a greater level 

of concern about possible nuclear use by Russia than at any point during the war. 

2. Russia Moves to Defend Kherson 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A6 | Matthew Luxmoore 

Russian-installed officials in Kherson said they are forming territorial-defense units on Monday as Ukraine pushes 

to recapture the occupied regional capital before the onset of winter. The announcement of the units, which will 

help Russia defend the city, comes amid an organized evacuation of residents from Kherson using boats to transfer 

them to other parts of the southern Kherson region and to cities in Russia, said Moscow’s officials in the region. 

3. US Stays China Course, Works on Biden Meeting as Xi Cements Grip 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 25 (0347) | Jenny Leonard and Josh Wingrove 

The US won’t change its stance toward China as a result of Xi Jinping seizing more power in a key Communist 

Party congress, with advisers still trying to set up a meeting between President Joe Biden and the Chinese leader, 

US officials said. 
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 

4. U.S. considers HAWK air defense equipment for Ukraine, say U.S. officials 

Reuters (Exclusive), Oct. 25 (0100) | Mike Stone 

The United States is considering sending older HAWK air defense equipment from storage to Ukraine to help it 

defend against Russian drone and cruise missile attacks, two U.S. officials told Reuters. The HAWK interceptor 

missiles would be an upgrade to the Stinger missile systems - a smaller, shorter range air defense system - that 

the United States has already sent to blunt Russia’s invasion. 

EXECUTIVE/LEGISLATIVE 

5. Liberals push new Ukraine strategy 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A1 | Yasmeen Abutaleb 

A group of 30 House liberals is urging President Biden to dramatically shift his strategy on the Ukraine war and 

pursue direct negotiations with Russia, the first time prominent members of his own party have pushed him to 

change his approach to Ukraine. A letter sent by the group to the White House on Monday, first reported by The 

Washington Post, could create more pressure on Biden as he tries to sustain domestic support for the war effort, 

at a time when the region is heading into a potentially difficult winter and Republicans are threatening to cut aid 

to Ukraine if they retake Congress. 

6. Biden admin set to warn about threats to nation’s election infrastructure 

Politico Online, Oct. 24 (1539) | Erin Banco and Eric Geller 

Top Biden national security officials are tracking multiple threats to the nation’s election security infrastructure 

ahead of the midterms and are set to issue warnings, including in an internal intelligence bulletin this week, 

according to two people familiar with the matter. 

7. NASA’s UFO panel convenes to study unclassified sightings 

Reuters, Oct. 24 (2028) | Steve Gorman 

A first-of-its-kind panel organized by NASA opened a study on Monday of what the government calls 

“unidentified aerial phenomena,” commonly termed UFOs, bringing together experts from scientific fields 

ranging from physics to astrobiology. The 16-member panel, convened with little fanfare, will focus its inquiry 

entirely on unclassified sightings and other data collected from civilian government and commercial sectors, 

according to NASA. 

EUROPE 

8. Ukraine says Russian inspectors delaying 165 cargo ships in grain deal 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1443) | Not Attributed 
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Kyiv on Monday accused Russia of purposefully delaying the arrival from Turkey of more than 165 cargo ships 

heading to Ukrainian ports to be loaded with grain. The vessels have been waiting to clear the meticulous 

inspection process required under the Turkish- and UN-backed accord aimed at getting Ukrainian grain to foreign 

markets and easing fears of a global food crisis. 

9. Putin’s Threats Worry NATO as Sign of Russian Desperation 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 24 (1303) | Natalia Drozdiak, Alberto Nardelli and Alex Wickham 

Ukraine’s allies are increasingly concerned that desperation in the Kremlin over an unrelenting string of battlefield 

failures may lead Russia to escalate its war, possibly using a massive attack on a target like a dam or even a 

weapon of mass destruction. 

10. Top Ukrainian general discusses war against Russia, Putin’s nuclear threat 

ABCNews.com (Exclusive), Oct. 24 (0602) | Ian Pannell, Patrick Reevell, and Bruno Roeber 

The commander of the Ukrainian Ground Forces warned that Russian President Vladimir Putin’s threat to use 

nuclear weapons in Ukraine is real and that the West “should be worried,” but said his country is nonetheless 

winning the war. Gen. Col. Oleksander Syrskiy made the comments in an exclusive interview with ABC News’ 

Chief Foreign Correspondent Ian Pannell in the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv on Sunday. 

11. Elon Musk says SpaceX won’t turn off Starlink satellite regardless of Defense Department funding 

CNN.com, Oct. 24 (0619) | Idris Muktar Ibrahim 

Elon Musk said Sunday that SpaceX’s satellite internet service Starlink, which provides crucial 

telecommunication services in Ukraine, would not be shut off regardless of whether the company receives funding 

from the US Defense Department. 

12. Sweden’s Top Diplomat: We’ll Fulfil Deal With Turkey on NATO 

Associated Press, Oct. 24 (1238) | Karl Ritter 

Sweden’s center-right government will fulfil all requirements under a deal with Turkey to join NATO and will 

concentrate external relations to its immediate neighborhood while dropping the previous administration’s 

“feminist foreign policy,” the country’s top diplomat said Monday. Foreign Minister Tobias Billström said the 

new government shares Turkey’s concern about the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, which is considered a 

terrorist organization in Turkey, Europe and the United States. 

13. Rishi Sunak, UK’s Next PM, Faces Major Economic Problems 

Associated Press, Oct. 24 (1342) | Jill Lawless 

Former Treasury chief Rishi Sunak is set to become Britain’s first prime minister of color after being chosen 

Monday to lead a governing Conservative Party desperate for a safe pair of hands to guide the country through 
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economic and political turbulence. Sunak will be the first British prime minister with South Asian roots and its 

first Hindu leader — a milestone for a country with an extensive colonial past, and one that is still contested. 

INDO-PACIFIC 

14. North Korea likely to conduct nuclear test, but U.S. prepared for all contingencies – State 

Department 

Yonhap News Agency (South Korea), Oct. 24 (1617) | Byun Duk-kun 

North Korea is believed to be continuing preparations for a nuclear test while the U.S. is set to face any threat 

posed by the recalcitrant country, a state department spokesperson said Monday. 

15. Taiwan’s Tsai Says No Backing Down to Chinese Aggression 

Associated Press, Oct. 25 (0119) | Not Attributed 

Taiwan won’t back down in the face of “aggressive threats” from China, the president of the self-governing island 

democracy Tsai Ing-wen said Tuesday, comparing growing pressure from Beijing to Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. 

CHINA 

16. U.S. accuses ten in Chinese spy cases 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A4 | Devlin Barrett, Perry Stein and Ellen Nakashima 

The United States on Monday unveiled charges accusing two Chinese intelligence officers of attempting to 

subvert a criminal investigation into a China-based telecommunications company - one of three new cases that 

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said shows Beijing is trying to “lie, cheat and steal” its way to a competitive 

advantage in technology. 

17. U.S. takes note of China congress, says important to keep communications open 

Reuters, Oct. 24 (1741) | Not Attributed 

The United States said on Monday it had taken note of the Communist Party congress in strategic rival China that 

confirmed Xi Jinping in an unprecedented third term as leader, and stressed the importance of keeping lines of 

communication open. 

18. Xi Rewards Combat-Ready China Generals Amid Taiwan Tensions 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 24 (1949) | Philip Glamann and Zibang Xiao 

Along with securing a third term in office on Sunday, Xi Jinping also named two top generals to key roles as he 

looks to modernize China’s military and keep up pressure on Taiwan. 
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MIDDLE EAST 

19. Iran says won’t remain ‘indifferent’ if Russian use of its drones proven 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1410) | Not Attributed 

Iran’s foreign minister said Monday that Tehran would not remain “indifferent” if it becomes evident Russia is 

using Iranian-made drones in Ukraine. His remarks came as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russia 

ordered around 2,000 drones from Iran, the same kind that Kyiv says Moscow has been using in its recent attacks 

against Ukraine. 

20. Animosity Strains U.S.-Saudi Ties 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A1 | Stephen Kalin, Summer Said and Dion Nissenbaum 

An unwritten pact binding the U.S. and Saudi Arabia has survived 15 presidents and seven kings through an Arab 

oil embargo, two Persian Gulf wars and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Now, it is fracturing under two leaders who 

don’t like or trust each other. 

AFRICA 

21. Ethiopia Is Set to Begin Peace Talks With Tigray Rebels as Crisis Deepens 

New York Times, Oct. 25 (0300), Pg. A11 | Abdi Latif Dahir 

Representatives of the Ethiopian government and rebel forces in the country’s Tigray region arrived in South 

Africa on Monday for their first formal peace talks, a much-anticipated effort to resolve the almost two-year civil 

war that has ravaged Africa’s second-most-populous nation. The mediation, led by the African Union, has new 

urgency because the conflict in Tigray has intensified, raising fears that the humanitarian crisis and widespread 

atrocities that have left thousands dead, millions displaced and hundreds of thousands hungry will only get worse. 

22. France calls for African ‘solidarity’ over Russian invasion 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1242) | Not Attributed 

France is calling on African nations to show “solidarity” with Europe after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, a French 

minister told a gathering of regional leaders on Monday. The war has divided Africa, with nearly half of the 

continent’s countries again abstaining or not voting to condemn Moscow’s annexation of more Ukrainian territory 

at the United Nations on October 13. 

AIR FORCE 

23. How Is the Air Force Doing at Cyber? 

DefenseOne.com, Oct. 24 (1558) | Lauren C. Williams 
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Cyber is in virtually everything the Air and Space forces do, from high-flying weapons to barracks thermostats. 

But if you asked how well the department’s cyber efforts were going a year ago, no one person had the answer—

including the services’ then-brand-new principal cyber adviser. 

24. Hundreds more airmen to receive military awards for Kabul evacuation 

Military Times Online, Oct. 24 (1604) | Rachel S. Cohen 

The Air Force plans to present 350 awards in the coming weeks, including more than 100 of the military’s most 

prestigious medals, to airmen who served in Operation Allies Refuge. It’s the largest batch of awards approved 

so far to honor the contributions of individual airmen in the U.S.-led humanitarian evacuation from Afghanistan 

in August 2021. More than 124,000 Americans and foreign nationals, including 76,000 at-risk Afghans, fled as 

the Taliban returned to power at the end of the Pentagon’s nearly 20-year war there. 

SPACE FORCE 

25. Give JADC2 to Space Force, along with ASAT weapons – Mitchell report 

BreakingDefense.com, Oct. 24 (1258) | Theresa Hitchens 

The Defense Department needs centralized management of its ambitious Joint All Domain Command and Control 

(JADC2), and the Space Force should be given that responsibility because of the “indispensable role” space 

capabilities play in linking sensors to shooters, asserts a new policy paper by the Mitchell Institute. 

MARINE CORPS 

26. What new injury, performance data tells us about Marine boot camp 

Marine Corps Times Online, Oct. 24 (1729) | Hope Hodge Seck 

A first-of-its kind study of Marine Corps boot camp shows different patterns in musculoskeletal injury rates and 

training progression for male and female troops. It also suggests possible training changes that might improve 

outcomes and lower drop rates. Marine Corps leaders, however, say they’re still considering a way forward as 

they absorb study results. 

INSTALLATIONS 

27. U.S. Military to Begin Draining Pearl Harbor Pipelines 

Associated Press, Oct. 25 (0008) | Audrey McAvoy 

The U.S. military said Monday it’s ready to begin draining 1 million gallons (3.79 million liters) of fuel from 

three pipelines as part of an initial step toward closing a World War II-era fuel storage facility that leaked 

petroleum into Pearl Harbor’s tap water last year. 

28. Pearl Harbor Base Says Water Is Safe to Drink After Water Main Fix 
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Military.com, Oct. 24 (1630) | Konstantin Toropin 

The leaders of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, say that the base has recovered from its latest water crisis 

after a base-wide boil advisory was lifted Friday. The base’s commander, Capt. Mark Sohaney, said in a letter 

posted on Facebook dated Friday that the latest round of tests “showed no bacteria present in your water system,” 

leading him to lift the last remaining restriction that followed a large break in a water main on Oct. 14. 

29. Fort Bragg Just Finished Moving over 1,000 Soldiers from Moldy Barracks 

Military.com, Oct. 24 (1425) | Steve Beynon 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, has finished relocating 1,189 soldiers from half-century-old buildings that have been 

infested with mold for years, the service announced late Friday. The move took nearly two months longer than 

anticipated, and roughly half of the soldiers moved were granted a housing allowance to live off base, something 

that is usually reserved for married troops. The evacuation of the moldy barracks was a messy and largely 

unprecedented move by garrison planners, who had to find room for so many soldiers quickly without disrupting 

Army operations. 

30. Fort Stewart crews search for cause of mold growth at the base as reports of barracks outbreaks 

soar 

Stars and Stripes Online, Oct. 24 (1845) | Corey Dickstein 

Mold reports in barracks rooms at Fort Stewart skyrocketed in the weeks since thousands of the installation’s 

soldiers returned to the coastal Georgia Army post after a rapid deployment to Europe, forcing officials there to 

take a more intense look at what is causing the spike in fungus growth. Since late July, soldiers at Fort Stewart 

and its smaller offshoot Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah have filed some 1,063 work orders for mold growth 

in barracks rooms, according to data provided by post officials. In the previous nine months, only about 120 such 

mold reports were filed to Fort Stewart’s Public Works directorate, the data showed. 

NOTABLE COMMENTARY 

31. Uncle Sam Wants You for a Military Job That Matters 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A15 | Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth, Secretary of the Air 

Force Frank Kendall and Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro 

An all-volunteer military has defended the U.S. for nearly 50 years. America’s soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines 

and guardians stand shoulder to shoulder with allies and partners to defeat tyranny, prevent war and defend the 

freedom that allows democracy and prosperity to thrive. As the U.S. refocuses on rising challenges from China 

and Russia, the armed forces are confronting a generational recruiting shortfall. As global threats loom, our 

respective services face a shrinking pool of qualified and willing applicants. Military communities are 

increasingly isolated. A strong U.S. job market in which there are nearly two open positions for every person 
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seeking work increases the difficulty of attracting recruits. But the nation needs defending, even when the job 

market is historically strong. 

32. Resist the Russians 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A24 | Editorial 

It’s no surprise that the Kremlin would try to divert attention from its failures in Ukraine toward a new story about 

Kyiv’s purported plans to detonate a radioactive “dirty bomb.” Transparent disinformation, Moscow’s tale might 

be intended to serve as a pretext for its own first strike with unconventional weaponry. More likely, it is another 

attempt to play on the West’s fears of nuclear war, the goal of which, according to the Institute for the Study of 

War, a think tank that tracks the conflict, is “to slow or suspend Western military aid to Ukraine and possibly 

weaken the NATO alliance.” 

33. What the U.S. must do to confront an increasingly aggressive China 

Washington Times Online, Oct. 24 (1513) | Rep. Lisa McClain (R-MI) 

For far too long, the United States has sat back and watched the Chinese Communist Party rise with unchecked 

power. Whether it’s steamrolling Hong Kong, buying influence in developing countries, or taking space 

exploration to a new level, China is in a state of endless preparation and acquisition. The problem for the U.S. is 

that we have been caught flat-footed as the CCP rises and we fail to grasp the future consequences of our own 

inaction. It is high time we answer the aggression of China and understand that every move they make is calculated 

and strategic in nature. 

34. Russia’s Ukraine Disaster Exposes China’s Military Weakness 

ForeignPolicy.com (Analysis), Oct. 24 (0928) | Tai Ming Cheung 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has stirred fears that China could similarly move on Taiwan. By this logic, shared 

among foreign and security policy thinkers across the American mainstream, Putin’s floundering conquest of the 

eastern European nation on NATO’s doorstep shattered international norms and expanded the policy menu for 

the world’s other leading irredentist strongman, Xi Jinping. But this line of argument has a fundamental flaw. 

35. Three lessons Taiwan should take from Ukraine’s air war 

BreakingDefense.com, Oct. 24 (1144) | Kelly Grieco and Julia Siegel 

Seven months after Russia’s full-scale invasion, the skies over Ukraine remain contested. Few military pundits 

saw it coming, predicting the Ukrainians stood little chance of defending their airspace. Moscow, too, believed 

its larger and more technologically sophisticated aerospace forces would quickly seize air superiority and 

expected to secure a decisive battlefield victory. But in war, nothing is easy or inevitable. Rather than experience 

a quick defeat, Kyiv has stayed in the fight and landed a few hard blows to Moscow’s invading forces. Ukraine’s 

defense ought to inspire Taiwan to follow a similar path, should it face down a similar threat from Beijing. 
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TOP STORIES 

 

1. Western Officials Warn of Russian Ploy: Using Dirty Bomb as Pretext to Expand War 

Top officials from the United States, Britain and France cautioned that there was no change in Russia’s 

nuclear posture and that they believed no decision had been made to use a tactical nuclear weapon 

New York Times, Oct. 25 (0300), Pg. A9 | David E. Sanger, Julian E. Barnes, Eric Schmitt and Helene Cooper 

 

WASHINGTON -- Top officials from the United States, Britain and France sought on Monday to call out what 

they said was a transparent ploy by Moscow to create a pretext for escalating the war in Ukraine, rejecting claims 

by the Kremlin that Kyiv was preparing to detonate a dirty bomb on its own territory. 

 

The strikingly public effort to expose the suspected Russian maneuver, which began with a joint statement issued 

on Sunday by the three allies, reflected a belief in Washington, London and Paris that President Vladimir V. 

Putin’s commanders may be preparing the ground for a sharp escalation in the war. 

 

While the officials said that there was no change in Russia’s nuclear posture, and they believed no decision had 

been made to use a tactical nuclear weapon, they made clear that a move in that direction was their central concern. 

 

“We’ve not seen any reason to adjust our own nuclear posture, nor do we have indications that Russia is preparing 

to use nuclear weapons,” Ned Price, a State Department spokesman, said Monday. “But we’ve heard these very 

concerning statements, and we wanted to send a very clear signal.” 

 

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and other senior officials noted a history of Russia’s accusing others of doing 

what Moscow is contemplating -- and of attempting “false flag” operations that could create a pretext for 

intervention. 

 

The Russian defense minister, Sergei K. Shoigu, had claimed over the weekend that Ukraine was preparing to 

detonate a “dirty bomb,” a phrase that describes a conventional explosive, like dynamite, that is wrapped with 

radiological waste. In a series of phone calls on Monday with NATO nations, Moscow’s top military commander, 

Gen. Valery Gerasimov, repeated the allegation. 

 

Such a bomb is not a nuclear device; it has none of the explosive power of a nuclear weapon. But it is an effective 

weapon of terror, and the resulting radiological contamination can make several city blocks uninhabitable for a 

period of time. And because it involves nuclear material, it can often be confused, in public discussion, with an 

atomic weapon. 
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The flurry of phone calls between American, NATO and Russian officials came after more than six months in 

which communications were sparse. And the sudden frequency of the calls, and resultant warnings, reflected what 

American officials said was a greater level of concern about possible nuclear use by Russia than at any point 

during the war. 

 

It came 60 years to the week after the Cuban Missile Crisis, whose lessons have been both studied and debated 

by President Biden’s aides in recent weeks. They say their concern is that Mr. Putin, frustrated by the failures of 

his conventional forces, may now reach for unconventional weapons -- or bluff that he is willing to use his nuclear 

arsenal to try to fracture the Western alliance with Ukraine. 

 

The rare joint statement by the top diplomats in the United States, France and Britain had echoes of the move 

before the invasion of Ukraine to expose intelligence about Russia’s forthcoming moves, in hopes of complicating 

the narrative for Mr. Putin. While not all of those actions came to pass, some did -- and Mr. Putin was not deterred 

from the invasion. 

 

In the statement, the three governments confirmed that their defense ministers had each spoken with Mr. Shoigu, 

and they rejected “Russia’s transparently false allegations” about a dirty bomb. 

 

“The world would see through any attempt to use this allegation as a pretext for escalation,” the statement said. 

 

The White House press secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, issued a carefully worded statement that specifically 

mentioned the dirty bomb. 

 

“We reject Russia’s transparently false allegations that Ukraine is preparing to use a dirty bomb on its own 

territory,” she said. Later she added: “But obviously, we are concerned about the false allegation being used as a 

pretext for further escalation. And we’ve made clear, we reject these allegations. And so we have not seen any 

reason to adjust our own, for example, nuclear posture.” 

 

The decision to go public with the accusations came after two conversations between Defense Secretary Lloyd J. 

Austin III and his Russian counterpart, Mr. Shoigu. 

 

The foreign minister of Ukraine, Dmytro Kuleba, posted to Twitter that he had invited the International Atomic 

Energy Agency to come into the country to confirm that Ukraine is not building dirty bombs. He said he spoke 

with both Mr. Blinken and Rafael Grossi, the director general of the I.A.E.A., who is in Washington this week. 

 

Periodically during the Ukraine war, Mr. Putin and other Russian officials have issued various nuclear threats -- 

an apparent reminder to the United States and its allies that there are limits to Moscow’s tolerance of their support 

for Kyiv. 
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Making sure the war does not escalate to the use of nuclear weapons has hung over White House decision making 

since before Moscow’s invasion. As a result, the United States has not delivered weapons to Ukraine that could 

reach deep into Russia, even as it has stepped up its supply of arms that have had a devastating impact on the 

Russian army fighting in Ukraine. 

 

But the phone calls and official statements over the weekend signaled a growing worry across Western capitals. 

The fears were explained, at least in part, by other moves Mr. Putin has made in recent weeks. 

 

In mid-September, officials noted that even as worries of nuclear escalation lurked in the background, Mr. Putin 

had various steps to take, short of using such a weapon, to escalate the conflict with Ukraine in more conventional 

ways. Mr. Putin could conduct a mobilization of his population or launch widespread attacks on Ukrainian 

infrastructure, for example. 

 

Now, a little more than a month later, Mr. Putin has taken those two steps, conducting a partial mobilization and 

beginning widespread attacks on Ukraine’s power grid. The mobilization is meant to shore up his faltering army. 

The drone and missile strikes on the electric grid are both meant to hamper Ukrainian military operations and 

break the will of the Ukrainian people by plunging the country into darkness as winter approaches. 

 

Some officials note that Mr. Putin may want to see how either of those moves play out in the months to come 

before taking more steps to intensify the war. 

 

Still, using a nuclear weapon could very likely undermine Mr. Putin at home. 

 

Even before the war, U.S. officials began warning about various possible Russian “false flag” operations that 

Moscow was hoping to use to create a pretext for the invasion. Russia, for example, said Ukraine was planning 

to use a chemical weapon, and then American intelligence uncovered a plot by Russia to hire crisis actors to create 

a false pretext for invasion. 

 

Pentagon officials were on edge Monday after three phone calls in four days between the Defense Department’s 

top civilian official and top uniformed officer. On Friday, Mr. Austin initiated a phone call with Mr. Shoigu, his 

Russian counterpart, the first time the two men had spoken since May. 

 

The conversation was meant to delineate the red lines that could potentially provoke Russia to launch a nuclear 

attack on Ukraine and to clarify for the Biden administration why Mr. Putin has been raising the prospect of a 

nuclear strike in Ukraine, three officials said. 

 

Defense Department officials were surprised when two days later, Mr. Shoigu requested another call, at 7:30 a.m. 

Sunday, in which he accused Ukraine of preparing to use a dirty bomb, two officials said. 
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The allegation, which the United States has said was baseless, spooked senior defense and military officials, who 

expressed concern that Moscow might be using the false flag as a distraction, masking some other more ominous 

development. 

 

That possibility only heightened concerns among already jittery senior Pentagon officials about Russia’s next 

possible step up the escalation ladder. One senior U.S. official said there were new, troubling developments 

involving Russia’s nuclear arsenal. The official asked for anonymity and declined to provide any details, given 

the sensitivity of the issue. 

 

At a Pentagon briefing on Monday, a senior U.S. military officer said there was no indication that Mr. Putin had 

made a decision to use unconventional weapons -- nuclear, chemical or biological arms -- but offered no details. 

 

American officials have said they had seen no movement of any of Russia’s 2,000 or so tactical nuclear weapons. 

Because the weapons are small, it is unclear whether they would see the weapons -- though they may see or hear 

activity by Russia’s nuclear-trained forces. 

 

Also on Monday, Gen. Mark A. Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, spoke with his Russian 

counterpart, General Gerasimov, according to a readout of the call provided by General Milley’s spokesman, Col. 

Dave Butler. 

 

“The military leaders discussed several security-related issues of concern and agreed to keep the lines of 

communication open,” Colonel Butler said in the emailed statement. 

 

--Edward Wong contributed reporting from Washington, and Matt Stevens from Seoul 

RETURN TO TOP 

 

2. Russia Moves to Defend Kherson 

Moscow is building territorial-defense units to battle Ukrainians in occupied southern city 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A6 | Matthew Luxmoore 

 

KYIV, Ukraine -- Russian-installed officials in Kherson said they are forming territorial-defense units on Monday 

as Ukraine pushes to recapture the occupied regional capital before the onset of winter. 

 

The announcement of the units, which will help Russia defend the city, comes amid an organized evacuation of 

residents from Kherson using boats to transfer them to other parts of the southern Kherson region and to cities in 

Russia, said Moscow’s officials in the region. 

 

Kirill Stremousov, the Russian-appointed deputy head of the Kherson region, hailed the success of the city’s 

defense in a Monday video address where he sat against the backdrop of a map dated March 18. The map showed 

the extent of Russia’s occupation of Ukraine before it was driven out of the country’s north. 
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“Everything is under control,” he said, adding that Russia would soon recapture territory. “Whoever doesn’t like 

our map, get used to it.” 

 

The southern military campaign has become the main focus of Kyiv’s forces as Russia withdraws elite troops 

from Kherson and brings in sizable reinforcements largely comprising mobilized soldiers, say Western and 

Ukrainian officials. 

 

There is a sense of urgency for Ukraine as temperatures drop. Both armies are girding for the unforgiving weather 

and shorter days of winter, which will affect health and morale among troops, diminish the effectiveness of 

weapons and intelligence gathering, and multiply the logistical difficulties of keeping soldiers in the field. 

 

As it moves to strengthen its defenses in the east and south of Ukraine, Russia has opened up a second arena in 

the war by attacking Ukraine’s energy infrastructure with drones and missiles that are leaving large parts of major 

cities without power for long stretches, and prompting authorities to urge residents to limit their consumption. 

 

Ukraine’s military intelligence chief, Maj. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, said Monday that the country has shot down 

222 of 330 Iranian-made suicide drones deployed by Russia on the battlefield, and in its campaign to sap 

Ukrainian morale with strikes on critical infrastructure far from the front lines. Ukrainian officials previously said 

that 85% of the drones were being shot down. 

 

The campaign also doesn’t appear to be achieving its aims. A new survey published Monday by the Kyiv 

International Institute of Sociology found that 86% of Ukrainians believe their country should continue its armed 

struggle instead of negotiating with Russia, even if Moscow continues to attack its cities. 

 

The U.K.’s Defense Ministry on Monday said Shahed-136 drones in use by Russia have become a substitute 

weapon of choice in its attacks on infrastructure because they are cheap, and Moscow has a dwindling supply of 

high-precision missiles. “Russia is likely expending a high number of Iranian Shahed-136 UAVs in order to 

penetrate increasingly effective Ukrainian air defenses,” the ministry said. 

 

As Russia’s invasion has stalled and Ukraine has seized the initiative on the battlefield, rhetoric on Russian state 

television has taken an increasingly aggressive tone, with some pundits advocating a no-mercy approach to 

Ukrainian soldiers and civilians who oppose Moscow. 

 

On Monday, Kremlin-funded TV channel RT announced it suspended cooperation with one of its most prominent 

hosts, Anton Krasovsky, after he called for Ukrainian children who say their parts of Ukraine are occupied by 

Russia to be drowned in a river or burned alive in wooden houses. 

 

Margarita Simonyan, the editor of RT and a supporter of the war, said Mr. Krasovsky’s comments were “wild 

and sickening.” 
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“At the moment I am suspending our cooperation because neither I nor the rest of the RT team can allow for 

anyone to even suspect that one of us is capable of supporting such nonsense,” she wrote on Telegram. 
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3. US Stays China Course, Works on Biden Meeting as Xi Cements Grip 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 25 (0347) | Jenny Leonard and Josh Wingrove 

 

The US won’t change its stance toward China as a result of Xi Jinping seizing more power in a key Communist 

Party congress, with advisers still trying to set up a meeting between President Joe Biden and the Chinese leader, 

US officials said. 

 

The conclusion of the 20th Communist Party congress last week, in which Xi installed allies in top posts and 

paved the way for a third five-year term, “doesn’t change our approach” to China, State Department spokesman 

Ned Price said Monday. That strategy includes competing on security matters while cooperating wherever 

possible on global issues with the People’s Republic of China. 

 

“We do note the conclusion of the 20th Party congress,” Price told a briefing. “And we would welcome 

cooperation of the PRC where our interests align, and that includes cooperation on climate change and on global 

health, counter narcotics, non-proliferation as well.” 

 

Earlier on Monday, John Kirby, a spokesman for Biden’s National Security Council, said the US would “keep 

the lines of communication open, and that includes at the leader level.” He said teams are still working through a 

possible meeting when world leaders gather at a Group of 20 meeting in Bali next month, in what would be 

Biden’s first sitdown as president with Xi. 

 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said Tuesday at a regular press briefing in Beijing that he 

had no information to offer on a meeting. 

 

Party Congress 

 

Xi filled China’s most powerful bodies with close allies while securing a precedent-breaking third term, shifting 

away from the collective leadership model that underpinned the nation’s rise to become the world’s second-

biggest economy. US officials expected Xi to double down on isolationist policies and anticipated him to emerge 

from the party gathering emboldened and more aggressive toward the US and other nations, people familiar with 

the Biden administration’s thinking said. 

 

The Chinese leader, 69, installed six trusted associates alongside him on the Politburo’s supreme Standing 

Committee on Sunday, putting his former chief of staff, Li Qiang, in line to become the country’s premier. Those 
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associated with other camps failed to secure any positions of power, with Vice Premier Hu Chunhua kept off the 

broader 24-member Politburo altogether. 

 

The move effectively puts a group of Xi’s loyal aides in key positions throughout the government, tearing down 

divisions between party and state instituted following Mao Zedong’s chaotic rule that ended with his death in 

1976. 

 

A visit by US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan in August led to a further deterioration of relations. Beijing 

responded with a series of military drills and missile launches, which the US and its allies condemned. 

 

“It’s still unfortunate that the Chinese have shut down those working-level, bilateral contacts,” Kirby said. 

 

“For our part, we continue to believe there’s no reason for there to be a move on Taiwan or any conflict whatsoever 

because nothing has changed about our approach,” he added.  

 

The developments in Beijing are the latest illustration of a growing emphasis on ideology over pragmatism in 

Chinese policy-making, with fewer voices at the top to question Xi’s policies of Covid Zero, tighter control over 

the private sector and a more assertive foreign policy. They also affirmed China’s shift in a more conservative 

direction, without a single woman on the Politburo for the first time in a quarter century.  

 

--With assistance from Nancy Cook and Iain Marlow 
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 

 

4. U.S. considers HAWK air defense equipment for Ukraine, say U.S. officials 

Reuters (Exclusive), Oct. 25 (0100) | Mike Stone 

 

WASHINGTON -- The United States is considering sending older HAWK air defense equipment from storage 

to Ukraine to help it defend against Russian drone and cruise missile attacks, two U.S. officials told Reuters. 

 

The HAWK interceptor missiles would be an upgrade to the Stinger missile systems - a smaller, shorter range air 

defense system - that the United States has already sent to blunt Russia’s invasion. 

 

The Biden administration would use the Presidential Drawdown Authority (PDA) to transfer the HAWK 

equipment which is based on Vietnam-era technology, but has been upgraded several times. The PDA allows the 

United States to transfer defense articles and services from stocks quickly without congressional approval in 

response to an emergency. 
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Reuters was unable to determine how many HAWK systems and missiles the United States has available to 

transfer. The White House declined to comment. 

 

The HAWK system is the predecessor to PATRIOT missile defense system made by Raytheon Technologies 

which remains off the table for Ukraine, U.S. officials have told Reuters. 

 

U.S. President Joe Biden pledged to Ukraine President Volodomyr Zelenskiy that Washington would provide 

Ukraine with advanced air systems after a devastating missile barrage from Russia earlier this month. 

 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has said that Spain intends to send four HAWK launchers. 

 

The United States would likely initially send interceptor missiles for the HAWK system to Ukraine because it 

was unclear if enough U.S. launchers were in good repair, one U.S. official told Reuters. The U.S. systems have 

been in storage for decades. 

 

A PDA is being considered for later this week, U.S. officials have said. One U.S. official said it would likely be 

about half the size of the recent security assistance packages which have been around $700 million. 

 

It was not immediately clear if HAWK interceptor missiles would be included, but U.S. officials have previously 

cautioned that size and composition of military aid packages can change rapidly. 

 

Since the Feb. 24 Russian invasion of neighboring Ukraine, which Moscow calls a “special military operation”, 

the United States has sent around $17.6 billion worth of security assistance to Kyiv. 

 

--Additional reporting by Gerry Doyle in Singapore 
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EXECUTIVE/LEGISLATIVE 

 

5. Liberals push new Ukraine strategy 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A1 | Yasmeen Abutaleb 

 

A group of 30 House liberals is urging President Biden to dramatically shift his strategy on the Ukraine war and 

pursue direct negotiations with Russia, the first time prominent members of his own party have pushed him to 

change his approach to Ukraine. 
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A letter sent by the group to the White House on Monday, first reported by The Washington Post, could create 

more pressure on Biden as he tries to sustain domestic support for the war effort, at a time when the region is 

heading into a potentially difficult winter and Republicans are threatening to cut aid to Ukraine if they retake 

Congress. 

 

In the letter, the 30 Democrats led by Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), chair of the Congressional Progressive 

Caucus, call on Biden to pair the unprecedented economic and military support that the United States is providing 

Ukraine with a “proactive diplomatic push, redoubling efforts to seek a realistic framework for a cease fire.” 

 

The Democrats are specifically concerned that the United States is not engaging in regular dialogue with Russia 

as part of its effort to end a protracted war that has caused thousands of deaths and displaced 13 million people. 

The Biden administration has been adamant that it is up to Kyiv whether and when to negotiate with Russia, 

arguing that Ukrainians as a free people should decide their fate. 

 

Many Democrats fiercely pushed back on the letter, prompting Jayapal to put out a statement later on Monday 

“clarifying” the position the progressives outlined in the letter, stressing that they still supported Ukraine and 

Biden’s commitment to ensure Ukraine is represented in any discussions about its future. 

 

“Let me be clear: we are united as Democrats in our unequivocal commitment to supporting Ukraine in their fight 

for their democracy and freedom in the face of the illegal and outrageous Russian invasion,” Jayapal said. 

“Diplomacy is an important tool that can save lives - but it is just one tool.” 

 

Some Russia experts say Moscow will only negotiate with the United States, a fellow superpower. The lawmakers 

say that opening must be seized given the war’s spreading devastation, adding, “The alternative to diplomacy is 

protracted war, with both its attendant certainties and catastrophic and unknowable risks.” 

 

The lawmakers also noted that Biden himself has said there will eventually have to be a negotiated settlement, 

though he has never said when. 

 

“Nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine. It’s their territory. I’m not going to tell them what they should and 

shouldn’t do,” Biden said in June. “But it appears to me that, at some point along the line, there’s going to have 

to be a negotiated settlement here. And what that entails, I don’t know.” 

 

The liberal Democrats note that the war’s disastrous consequences are increasingly felt far beyond Ukraine, 

including elevated food and gas prices in the United States and spikes in the price of wheat, fertilizer and fuel that 

have created global food shortages, not to mention the danger of a nuclear attack by Moscow. 

 

White House spokesman John Kirby, responding to the lawmakers’ letter, said the administration “appreciates 

their very thoughtful concerns” but reiterated that the Ukrainians must be central to any diplomatic overtures. 
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“We’re not going to have conversations with the Russian leadership without the Ukrainians being represented,” 

Kirby said during a briefing with reporters. “Mr. Zelensky gets to determine - because it’s his country - what 

success looks like and when to negotiate.” 

 

He added, “We’d all like to see this war end today, and quite frankly it could end today if Mr. Putin did the right 

thing and pulled his troops out.” 

 

Russia has carried out actions that would be considered war crimes under international law, including mass graves, 

torture and indiscriminate bombing of innocent civilians and rape, among other atrocities, according to Ukrainian 

and international authorities. 

 

Pro-Ukraine voices both in the United States and in Europe often note that any settlement short of Ukraine 

expelling every Russian troop - and retaking Crimea - would reward a hostile power who invaded a nation 

unprovoked. 

 

The lawmakers are at pains to differentiate themselves from the Republicans who are also challenging Biden’s 

approach to Ukraine. Some conservatives are now questioning U.S. aid to Ukraine because of its cost and, in a 

few cases, voicing apparent sympathy for Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

 

“We are under no illusions regarding the difficulties involved in engaging Russia given its outrageous and illegal 

invasion of Ukraine,” the Democrats’ letter states. “If there is a way to end the war while preserving a free and 

independent Ukraine, it is America’s responsibility to pursue every diplomatic avenue to support such a solution 

that is acceptable to the people of Ukraine.” The letter was signed by some of the best-known and most outspoken 

liberal Democrats in Congress, including Reps. Jamie Raskin (Md.), Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.), Cori Bush 

(Mo.), Ro Khanna (Calif.) and Ilhan Omar (Minn.). 

 

For now, their position remains a minority in the Democratic Party, which has overwhelmingly supported Biden’s 

denunciations of Russia and his spearheading of a global coalition to funnel massive support to Ukraine. Biden 

has framed the conflict as part of his broader view that the world is witnessing a historic confrontation between 

authoritarianism and democracy. 

 

“There is moral and strategic peril in sitting down with Putin too early. It risks legitimizing his crimes and handing 

over parts of Ukraine to Russia in an agreement that Putin won’t even honor,” Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) 

wrote on Twitter. “Sometimes, a bully must be shown the limits of his power before diplomacy can work.” 

 

Not even every member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus joined in Monday’s call for a change in strategy. 

Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.) indicated he supported providing Ukraine enough aid and weapons to win the war 

outright. “The way to end a war? Win it quickly. How is it won quickly? By giving Ukraine the weapons to defeat 

Russia,” Gallego wrote on Twitter on Monday. 
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The liberals’ appeal for a shift in strategy comes amid some of the most significant U.S.-Russian diplomatic 

engagement in some time, as Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin recently talked with his Russian counterpart, Sergei 

Shoigu, for the first time in months. The two spoke by phone Friday and again on Sunday at Shoigu’s request, 

Austin wrote on Twitter. 

 

Despite Biden’s success so far in rallying support for Ukraine, he now faces the prospect of cracks in the coalition 

as Europe heads into a difficult winter, gas prices remain high at home, Putin threatens nuclear actions and both 

sides appear to be digging in for the long, bloody haul. 

 

In the United States, most of the challenges to date have come from the right, as some conservatives question 

spending billions of dollars on the faraway war. House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) - who would 

be likely to become speaker if the Republicans retake the House on Nov. 8 - signaled last week that a GOP-led 

House would oppose more aid to Ukraine. “I think people are going to be sitting in a recession, and they’re not 

going to write a blank check to Ukraine,” he told Punchbowl News. “They just won’t do it.” 

 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), speaking Monday at an international summit on Russia’s aggression 

against Ukraine, downplayed the possibility that U.S. aid to Ukraine would end if Republicans take the House. 

 

“I believe that the support for Ukraine and the people of Ukraine … will not stop,” Pelosi said, adding that 

“support for Ukraine is bipartisan, it is bicameral.” 

 

But the liberals’ letter suggests pressure may start coming from the left as well - albeit for different reasons - 

creating a political pincer movement that would make it harder for the president to blame opposition to his Ukraine 

policy solely on Republicans. 

 

When asked how long the United States can be expected to pour billions into the war effort, Biden and his top 

aides frequently say, “as long as it takes.” But privately, U.S. officials say neither Russia nor Ukraine is capable 

of winning the war outright, suggesting a fundamental change in dynamic would be required if the conflict is to 

end in the foreseeable future. 

 

For now, Biden’s aides have ruled out the idea of pushing or even nudging Ukraine to the negotiating table, saying 

it is a matter of principle that nations get to decide their own fate. They say they do not know what the end of the 

war looks like or when it might happen, insisting it is up to Kyiv. 

 

But a growing number of lawmakers and foreign policy experts are challenging that position, arguing that Russia 

will not take any talks seriously unless the United States is at the table, given its leadership of the West and its 

investment in Ukraine’s war effort. 

 

“The risk of the strategy is it has no conception of an endgame,” said George Beebe, director of grand strategy at 

the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft, adding, “It’s a recipe for continuing this war.” The Quincy 
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Institute, which advocates for diplomatic solutions to international conflicts, is one of several groups that endorsed 

the liberal lawmakers’ letter after seeing an early version. 

 

Behind the liberals’ concern is the reality that the war only seems to be escalating. Russia last month illegally 

annexed four Ukrainian territories, a move condemned by more than 140 countries at the United Nations. Putin 

has also repeatedly threatened to use nuclear weapons, prompting Biden to warn that the world faces the most 

serious “prospect of Armageddon in 60 years.” 

 

“President Biden said quite accurately that if present trends continue, we could be headed toward the most 

dangerous crisis we’ve faced since the Cuban missile crisis. The question then is, what do we do about that?” said 

Beebe, who served as director of the CIA’s Russia analysis team and as special adviser to Vice President Dick 

Cheney. “Simply saying it’s up to Ukraine to decide is abdicating the responsibility America’s leaders have to 

safeguard the security in all of this.” 

 

Congress so far has provided the White House with nearly all the money and weapons it has requested for Ukraine, 

but surveys suggest that public support for the war effort is softening. A Pew Research poll found that the share 

of Americans who are extremely or very concerned about a Ukrainian defeat fell from 55 percent in May to 38 

percent in September. 

 

Among Republicans and Republican-leaning independents, 32 percent say the United States is providing too 

much support for the war, up from 9 percent in March. 

 

In all, the United States has authorized upward of $60 billion in aid to Ukraine. The Senate voted to finalize more 

than $40 billion in new military and humanitarian assistance in May, the largest investment in Ukraine thus far. 

 

All Democrats in both chambers supported that package, but signs of a small but notable GOP dissent were 

evident, as 57 of 212 House Republicans and 11 of 50 Senate Republicans voted against the aid. 

 

Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, said that neither Russian nor Ukrainian leaders are 

likely to agree to negotiated compromises right now. The United States has argued that Russia flagrantly violated 

the U.N. charter by invading its neighbor, which complicates any negotiations because it would put the burden 

on Washington to explain how any compromise respects the U.N. charter. 

 

Still, Haass, who has held various high-level diplomatic positions in the U.S. government, said it is up to the 

United States to define what success could look like and to outline acceptable outcomes. “One of the norms at 

stake is that territory is not to be acquired through the use of force. For those who favor the United States pushing 

for a deal, the burden is on them to explain how does the United States do that in a way that’s consistent with that 

principle,” Haass said. “At the end of the day, the United States cannot subcontract out its foreign policy to 

Ukraine or anybody else. We never do that.” 
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The letter’s signatories indicated that for now they will still support Ukraine aid packages, but it remains unclear 

whether that would continue if Biden does not soon pursue a diplomatic track. 

 

“We agree with the administration’s perspective that it is not America’s place to pressure Ukraine’s government 

regarding sovereign decisions,” the letter says. “But as legislators responsible for the expenditure of tens of 

billions of U.S. taxpayer dollars in military assistance in the conflict, we believe such involvement in this war 

also creates a responsibility for the United States to seriously explore all possible avenues.” 
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6. Biden admin set to warn about threats to nation’s election infrastructure 

A bulletin is slated to be issued this week 

Politico Online, Oct. 24 (1539) | Erin Banco and Eric Geller 

 

Top Biden national security officials are tracking multiple threats to the nation’s election security infrastructure 

ahead of the midterms and are set to issue warnings, including in an internal intelligence bulletin this week, 

according to two people familiar with the matter. 

 

The bulletin will lay out details of cyber threats posed by China and Russia, as well as other non-state actors, and 

potential physical threats to election officials in jurisdictions across the country, the people said. The warnings 

come as the midterm elections near and amid increasing reports of intimidation at ballot drop boxes. The people 

requested anonymity to talk freely about sensitive national security and election matters. 

 

Elsewhere on Monday, the Department of Justice addressed several malign influence schemes and alleged 

criminal activity by non-state actors. While those charges were unrelated to the intelligence bulletin warning, FBI 

Director Christopher Wray acknowledged during a press conference that foreign governments continue to pose a 

major threat to U.S. elections. 

 

“Malign foreign influence — whether it’s from the Chinese government, the Russian government or other 

governments — is not just an election-cycle issue, but a 365-day-a-year problem,” Wray said. 

 

The internal administration concerns about election threats come days after a call was held between federal 

officials and local law enforcement personnel about the midterms, according to one of the people familiar with 

the matter. Those on the call discussed the potential for violence in response to the spread of false narratives 

regarding the election process. Officials said election workers, including those working at polling stations, are 

likely to face threats and harassment from extremists both online and offline, the person familiar with the matter 

said. 

 

“We are now hearing reports of people surrounding ballot drop boxes, some even wearing tactical gear, and 

questioning people,” said John Cohen, the former counterterrorism chief at DHS. “Are the police prepared for 

that? They need to be. All of this is being driven by the false narrative that the 2020 election was stolen.” 
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The FBI, DHS and DOJ did not respond to requests for comment. 

 

Already, there have been incidents of armed individuals in tactical gear showing up at ballot drop boxes in 

Arizona, prompting the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office to be called into the area. 

 

Cyber threats to America’s election infrastructure have long been a concern of government officials. Indeed, the 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency and the intelligence community have been monitoring such 

threats to the midterms for months. But officials recently said foreign adversaries have not been actively targeting 

the election system. 

 

“At this time, we are not aware of any specific or credible threats to compromise or disrupt election 

infrastructure,” CISA Director Jen Easterly told reporters on Oct. 13. 

 

Even so, Easterly said, this year’s combination of misinformation, harassment of election workers and insider 

threats from rogue election administrators makes the current threat environment “more complex than it has ever 

been.” 

 

CISA did not respond to a request for comment. 

 

Officials consider misinformation and disinformation the biggest threats to the midterms, given how easy it would 

be for malicious actors — whether domestic partisans or foreign intelligence operatives — to seize on delayed 

results or isolated voting-machine glitches to spread lies about the security of the process. 
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7. NASA’s UFO panel convenes to study unclassified sightings 

Reuters, Oct. 24 (2028) | Steve Gorman 

 

A first-of-its-kind panel organized by NASA opened a study on Monday of what the government calls 

“unidentified aerial phenomena,” commonly termed UFOs, bringing together experts from scientific fields 

ranging from physics to astrobiology. 

 

The 16-member panel, convened with little fanfare, will focus its inquiry entirely on unclassified sightings and 

other data collected from civilian government and commercial sectors, according to NASA. 

 

The team’s inquiry is separate from a newly formalized Pentagon-based investigation of unidentified aerial 

phenomena, or UAPs, reported by military aviators and analyzed by U.S. defense and intelligence officials. 
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The parallel NASA and Pentagon efforts highlight a turning point for the U.S. government after spending decades 

deflecting, debunking and discrediting observations of unidentified flying objects, or UFOs, dating back to the 

1940s. 

 

The term UFOs, long associated with notions of flying saucers and alien spacecraft, has been replaced in official 

government parlance by “UAP.” 

 

Announcing the formation of its panel in June, NASA said: “There is no evidence UAPs are extraterrestrial in 

origin.” 

 

A Pentagon report issued a year earlier likewise found insufficient data to determine the nature of more than 140 

credible sightings documented by military observers since 2004, mostly Navy personnel. 

 

Senior defense and intelligence officials testified before Congress five months ago that the list of cataloged UAP 

sightings had since grown to 400 but many remain beyond explanation, either as advanced earthly technologies, 

atmospherics or something alien. 

 

Among them are video released by the Pentagon of enigmatic airborne objects exhibiting speed and 

maneuverability exceeding known aviation technology and lacking any visible means of propulsion or flight-

control surfaces. 

 

NASA said its panel would spend nine months devising its own strategy for how to organize and study sightings 

before recommending “a roadmap of potential UAP data analysis by the agency going forward.” Its first report is 

to be made public in mid-2023. 

 

“Understanding the data we have surrounding unidentified aerial phenomena is critical to helping us draw 

scientific conclusions about what’s happening in our skies,” said Thomas Zurbuchen, associate NASA 

administrator. “Data is the language of scientists and makes the unexplainable explainable.” 

 

The panel is chaired by David Spergel, who formerly headed Prince University’s astrophysics department. 

 

Other members include Anamaria Berea, a research affiliate at the SETI (Search for Intelligence Life) Institute in 

Mountainview, California; retired NASA astronaut and test pilot Scott Kelly; University of Rhode Island 

biological oceanographer Paula Bontempi; and University of California at San Diego astrophysicist Shelley 

Wright. 
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EUROPE 

 

8. Ukraine says Russian inspectors delaying 165 cargo ships in grain deal 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1443) | Not Attributed 

 

Kyiv on Monday accused Russia of purposefully delaying the arrival from Turkey of more than 165 cargo ships 

heading to Ukrainian ports to be loaded with grain. 

 

Russia’s inspectors “have been significantly prolonging the inspection of vessels... As a result, more than 165 

vessels have been stuck in a queue near the Bosphorus Strait and this number continues to grow daily”, the 

Ukrainian foreign ministry said. 

 

“We have reason to believe that the delays in Russia’s inspections of the Grain Initiative’s vessels are politically 

motivated,” it added. 

 

The vessels have been waiting to clear the meticulous inspection process required under the Turkish- and UN-

backed accord aimed at getting Ukrainian grain to foreign markets and easing fears of a global food crisis. 

 

Since the deal between Russia and Ukraine came into force on August 1, more than 8.5 million metric tonnes of 

grain and foodstuffs have left for Europe, the Middle East and to a lesser extent, Africa, according to data from 

the Joint Coordination Center (ICC) overseeing the agreement. 

 

In a statement late on Monday, the ICC confirmed the delays but stopped short of pointing a finger of blame at 

any parties. 

 

“The JCC is concerned that the delays may cause disruption in the supply chain and port operations,” it said. 

 

A spokesperson for the Istanbul-based centre told AFP that over 170 ships were waiting in the Bosphorus in order 

to head to Ukrainian ports for grain loads. 

 

“The JCC is discussing ways to address the backlog, noting that the next harvest is approaching and silos in the 

Ukrainian ports covered under the Initiative will be soon full again,” the centre said. 

 

“The JCC regrets inconveniences caused to the shipping and trading industry. It reaffirms its commitment to 

enable the safe and timely navigation for exports under the Initiative.” 

 

When Russia invaded Ukraine, a global grain exporter, in February and blocked its sea ports, there were fears of 

a global food crisis. The agreement allowing Ukrainian grain exports has brought much-needed relief. 
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But Ukraine says that Russia is deliberately stalling shipments. 

 

“Russia’s actions undermine global food security, in particular in the global south,” Ukraine’s foreign ministry 

added. 

 

It noted that inspection delays have already prevented Kyiv from exporting an additional three million tonnes of 

grain, threatening food security for some 10 million people. 
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9. Putin’s Threats Worry NATO as Sign of Russian Desperation 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 24 (1303) | Natalia Drozdiak, Alberto Nardelli and Alex Wickham 

 

Ukraine’s allies are increasingly concerned that desperation in the Kremlin over an unrelenting string of battlefield 

failures may lead Russia to escalate its war, possibly using a massive attack on a target like a dam or even a 

weapon of mass destruction. 

 

For the moment, there’s no sign Moscow is actually making preparations for such a strike, even as it ratchets up 

the rhetoric, according to officials from North Atlantic Treaty Organization countries who spoke on condition of 

anonymity to discuss sensitive intelligence. US and European defense ministers rejected allegations from Russian 

counterpart Sergei Shoigu in a rare round robin of phone calls Sunday alleging Kyiv is preparing to use a “dirty 

bomb.” 

 

Instead, the view among Ukraine’s allies is that the Kremlin is trying to scare them with the talk of such 

“unthinkable” weapons — along with strikes on the country’s civilian power grid — into reducing their supplies 

of weapons and other support for Kyiv. So far, the intimidation campaign hasn’t worked. 

 

As Vladimir Putin’s war enters its ninth month with his troops steadily losing ground — land the Russian president 

last month claimed to annex as Russian territory and vowed to defend with all available means — the Kremlin 

has few options for turning things around quickly. The 300,000 reservists Putin called up will need weeks or 

months to train and inventories of the missiles Russia has lately been using to target Ukraine’s civilian 

infrastructure are running short, western officials said. 

 

“It is Russia trying to dissuade the West from further helping Ukraine but it really is a sign of desperation,” said 

Samantha de Bendern, an associate fellow at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, pointing to Russia’s 

losses on the battle field along with its dwindling supply of weapons. 

 

“They can’t produce weapons fast enough to keep up with what the west is giving Ukraine, so this is a message 

to the West: stop messing in Ukraine otherwise things will get really bad.” 
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The UK, US and France have dismissed Shoigu’s claims that Kyiv plans to use a “dirty bomb,” which could 

combine conventional explosives and radioactive material on its own territory, as “a pretext for escalation” and 

vowed a harsh response. 

 

Privately, Kyiv’s allies are wargaming how they might react, though officials have been tight-lipped about the 

possibilities they’re considering for fear of appearing to lock themselves into particular actions. They are also 

planning on how to keep up weapons supplies, humanitarian relief and gathering evidence of war crimes in the 

event of a massive attack. 

 

While Russia’s public threats it might use tactical nuclear weapons have raised fears, officials from NATO states 

said they haven’t seen any of the telltale preparations that would normally precede that. Western officials said 

after the Shoigu calls they still believed the likelihood of any use of nuclear weapons was limited. Russia has 

regularly made unfounded allegations about Ukraine’s alleged plans for escalation. 

 

The Kremlin still has a range of options for escalation short of nuclear arms that it’s likely to turn to first, one of 

the people said. Among those may be an attack on the Kakhovka hydroelectric dam, which would cause massive 

flooding downstream and potentially threaten cooling-water supplies for Ukraine’s nuclear power plant in 

Zaporizhzhia. 

 

To date, the threats from Russia since Ukrainian forces began retaking large swathes of territory in August haven’t 

undermined support for Kyiv among its allies. But Ukraine still isn’t getting all the kinds of weapons it is asking 

for, with countries reluctant to deliver long-range missiles, as well as modern tanks, for fear of triggering more 

escalation. 

 

Unable to turn back Ukraine’s advances on the front lines, Russia has targeted critical infrastructure in Ukraine 

in recent weeks in efforts to terrorize civilians and encourage a wave of refugees to Europe that might weaken 

support from allies, Ukrainian and European officials said. 

 

Kyiv’s troops haven’t been able to replicate the early sweeping successes of the campaign, although they continue 

to advance. Some of that seeming slowness has been deliberate. Ukraine’s forces are moving cautiously near 

Kherson in the south, seeking to avoid a battle that destroys the city like the one that left Mariupol in ruins, 

western officials said. 

 

The onset of winter is also likely to complicate fighting in some areas, limiting visibility and mobility. Still, the 

advanced weapons, along with cold-weather gear, supplied by the US and Europe may give Ukraine’s forces an 

advantage in the cold against Russia’s less-well-equipped army. 

 

One official said he was confident Ukrainian forces could eventually take back Kherson and, if weapons continue 

to flow, make significant advances on all fronts by spring, though possibly at a high cost of casualties. 

 



 

 

 

   

 -27-   

Heavy rains may also bring even more challenges over the winter months, but the Ukrainian side will slowly try 

to press ahead as they are now, Kyrylo Budanov, the head of Ukrainian military intelligence, said in an interview 

with Ukrainska Pravda. 

 

“Gradually we will move forward little by little, they will lose little by little,” he said. 

 

--With assistance from Marc Champion 
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10. Top Ukrainian general discusses war against Russia, Putin’s nuclear threat 

‘We are and should be worried,’ Gen. Col. Oleksander Syrskiy said 

ABCNews.com (Exclusive), Oct. 24 (0602) | Ian Pannell, Patrick Reevell, and Bruno Roeber 

 

KHARKIV, Ukraine -- The commander of the Ukrainian Ground Forces warned that Russian President Vladimir 

Putin’s threat to use nuclear weapons in Ukraine is real and that the West “should be worried,” but said his country 

is nonetheless winning the war. 

 

Gen. Col. Oleksander Syrskiy made the comments in an exclusive interview with ABC News’ Chief Foreign 

Correspondent Ian Pannell in the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv on Sunday. As the 57-year-old top commander 

of his country’s land forces, Syrskiy has played a decisive role in turning the war in Ukraine’s favor, first leading 

the successful defense of the capital, Kyiv, and then -- most recently -- masterminding the spectacular 

counteroffensive in the northeast that upended the monthslong conflict and threw Russian forces onto the 

defensive. 

 

The rare interview, airing Monday on “Good Morning America,” is one of the few times Syrskiy has spoken 

publicly at length and he described Ukraine’s tactics, the importance of Western support, the threat of renewed 

attacks from Belarus and his determination that Ukraine will reclaim all of its territory, including the Moscow-

annexed Crimean Peninsula. 

 

Ukraine’s successes, however, have been shadowed by the recent threats from Putin that Russia might resort to 

nuclear weapons to reverse the course of his war in Ukraine. Syrskiy told ABC News that he takes the threats 

seriously. 

 

“We are and should be worried,” Syrskiy said. “I do believe that such a threat really exists and we have to take it 

into account.” 

 

The urgency of those worries was underlined on Sunday when Russian Minister of Defense Sergey Shoigu made 

telephone calls to his counterparts in France, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States, alleging that 

Ukraine was preparing to use a “dirty bomb” on its own territory. Shoigu’s claim sparked fears that Russia might 

be laying the groundwork to use a nuclear weapon and blame Ukraine for it. 
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Following Shoigu’s call with U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III, White House National Security 

Council spokesperson Adrienne Watson dismissed the allegations as “transparently false.” 

 

“The world would see through any attempt to use this allegation as a pretext for escalation,” Watson said. 

 

Russia’s nuclear threats have grown louder as its position in Ukraine has become increasingly desperate, and 

Ukrainian troops now threaten to force the Russians to retreat from the key port city of Kherson -- yet another 

potential turning point in the war. 

 

Syrskiy is one of the minds behind the two crucial victories so far that have enabled Ukraine’s stunning success 

in pushing back Russian forces. 

 

When Russian troops advanced on Kyiv in late February, shortly after launching the invasion of neighboring 

Ukraine, Syrskiy directed the defense that shattered Putin’s initial objectives. Then in September, Syrskiy led the 

counteroffensive in northeastern Ukraine that liberated thousands of miles of Russian-occupied territory -- a 

disaster for Moscow that forced Putin to order a military draft and, for the first time, raised the prospect that 

Russian forces might suffer a full defeat in Ukraine. 

 

“Of course I think we are winning,” Syrskiy told ABC News. “Because, first and foremost, we are winning the 

psychological battle.” 

 

But the commander warned against complacency, noting the heavy sacrifices that success has required of 

Ukrainians. 

 

“We have success on the battleground, but war is difficult,” he added. “There hasn’t been any wars at that scale 

in Europe, or elsewhere in the world, since the Second World War. And we understand that this war is about 

survival of our people and our state, and this is why we have no other option but to win.” 

 

Syrskiy was given the Hero of Ukraine award in April for his efforts defending the capital city. But the victory in 

Kharkiv, his hometown, was especially personal. Cerebral and reflective, Syrskiy is also a military leader who 

prefers to see the frontlines himself, regularly visiting positions to personally meet some of the soldiers he is 

sending into battle. He told ABC News he feels that responsibility and has a “spiritual connection” with his troops. 

 

Although he was appointed to his current post in 2019, Syrskiy has helped lead Ukraine’s defense against Russia 

since 2014, when Russian troops and separatist proxies seized parts of the disputed Donbas region, the 

predominately Russian-speaking industrial heartland of Ukraine’s east. 
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Syrskiy has a deep familiarity with the tactics of his enemy, having been trained in the same Soviet school of 

warfare. In the 1980s, he studied at the Moscow Higher Combined Arms Command School. Now, he’s exploiting 

that knowledge on the battlefield. 

 

“It’s easier to understand your enemy’s actions,” he told ABC News. “You can foresee what he might do in 

different situations.” 

 

But as a commander, like the rest of Ukraine’s military leadership, Syrskiy has embraced a different mode of 

military thinking since even before 2014 -- adopting NATO doctrines that grant greater initiative to more junior 

officers on the ground and moving away from the top-down Soviet approach. 

 

“Of course there was a change in mentality,” he said. “Understanding that victory is achieved not by increasing 

the number of troops, but by using them smartly.” 

 

Despite his familiarity with Russia, Syrskiy said he had not believed Moscow would go through with a full-scale 

invasion. Even as Russian forces massed near the border, he said he believed an attack would be limited to the 

east, though he still prepared for the worst. 

 

“To be honest, I did not expect that scale and level of invasion from the enemy,” he told ABC News. 

 

Now fighting in Donbas, Syrskiy said Ukraine’s strategy was to avoid full-frontal clashes that favoured Russia’s 

massed artillery and instead, steadily degrade Russia’s firepower by hitting supply hubs while launching constant 

mobile attacks. The goal, he said, was to achieve objectives with minimal losses. 

 

“We achieve this by reliably hitting the firepower of the enemy, their artillery, avoiding frontal assaults, 

emphasizing raids and manoeuvers, attacking from the flanks and from the back,” he added. “We create the 

conditions under which we can make the enemy nervous, start taking losses and abandon their positions.” 

 

The successful counteroffensive in the northeast led by Syrskiy has been hailed by military experts as a 

masterstroke that will go down in the history of warfare, alongside other victorious operations like the D-Day 

landings during World War II or the Battle of Saratoga in the American Revolutionary War. 

 

Ukraine’s success relied on patience and misdirection, declaring a counteroffensive in its south over the summer 

which lured Russia into pulling some of its best troops from the northeastern frontline. Once Russia had thinned 

its defenses in the northeast, Ukraine struck, rapidly breaking through and causing Russia’s lines to collapse. 

 

Initially, the northeastern counteroffensive had itself been planned as a feint to tie up Russian units, according to 

Syrskiy. But he said he realized while planning the operation that Russian forces there were weaker than expected, 

opening up an opportunity to deliver a blow that would have a much wider effect. 
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“When we were planning it, it became obvious to me that an advance in Kharkiv as an operation will benefit us 

most and will have the most negative impact on the enemy,” Syrskiy told ABC News. 

 

“I noticed it first in May during the first offensive operation around Kharkiv, when we managed to liberate 10 to 

30 kilometers of areas surrounding the city,” he added, before noting that it was only in the summer that the 

change in the balance in forces made the counteroffensive possible. 

 

A similar Ukrainian success now looks possible in Kherson. Russia has ordered all civilians to leave the southern 

city amid reports it has already pulled back some veteran troops. But there are also concerns Russia might blow 

up the nearby Kakhovka hydroelectric dam, which Ukrainian officials allege Russian troops have rigged with 

explosives, threatening to flood Kherson. 

 

Syrskiy declined to comment on the battle for Kherson, saying only that he believes “in the success of our armed 

forces.” He said the threat Russia might also blow up the Kakhovka dam should also not be underestimated. 

 

There is also renewed concern around neighboring Belarus, from where Russia launched its failed assault on Kyiv 

and where it has recently again begun moving in more troops and equipment. Western and Ukrainian officials 

have said that, for now, the new build up in Belarus is small and more likely a feint aimed at drawing Ukrainian 

troops away from the south. 

 

But Syrksiy said he believes the Russian moves in Belarus do reflect preparations to try to move the fighting into 

new areas once again. 

 

“Of course they are getting ready for escalation of the battle and switching the conflict to other combat zones,” 

he told ABC News. “They are getting ready for action aimed at weakening our groupings and, to my mind, the 

possible purpose of that would be to cut or degrade our lines of communication and supplies.” 

 

But he said by doing so, Russia again risks stretching itself too thin in the north. 

 

“They risk stepping on the same rake twice and hitting themselves in the face,” he added. 

 

Most experts believe Putin is preparing for a long war, hoping his military mobilization and the arrival of winter 

weather will allow Russia to stablize its frontlines and then outlast Western determination to support Ukraine. 

 

The possibility of Republicans taking control of the U.S. Congress in the midterm elections next month is also 

raising questions whether American aid will continue as strongly for Ukraine. Republicans are divided on the 

issue and some party leaders have suggested they might scale aid back. 

 

When asked if he was worried that U.S. support could dry up if Republicans win more seats in Congress, Syrskiy 

said he doesn’t get involved in politics. 
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“I trust the government. I trust the people of the United States of America. I trust that our strategic partner will 

continue to help us overcome our enemy come what may,” he said. 

 

Syrskiy said he was grateful to the American people for the aid, which he said played a key role in Ukraine’s 

victories. Without U.S. weapons and ammunition, he said he couldn’t even imagine how much harder the task 

would be. 

 

When asked whether he believes Putin would stop if Ukraine succeeded in liberating all its territory, Syrskiy said 

it doesn’t matter and that the fastest way to end the war was for Ukraine to push Russia out as quickly as possible. 

 

“We have no other option, we have to go forward, move straight to our state borders,” he said, adding that victory 

would only be when Ukrainian flags were flying over all Ukraine’s borders, “including Ukrainian Crimea.” 

 

Syrskiy recalled seeing razed villages last week as he drove near the recently liberated city of Lyman in 

northeastern Ukraine’s Donetsk Oblast. 

 

“You can’t look at these scenes without getting emotional,” he told ABC News. “You literally feel pain in my 

heart, in my soul, so certainly you want to deliver such a blow to the enemy that they can never get back to 

Ukraine.” 
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11. Elon Musk says SpaceX won’t turn off Starlink satellite regardless of Defense Department funding 

CNN.com, Oct. 24 (0619) | Idris Muktar Ibrahim 

 

Elon Musk said Sunday that SpaceX’s satellite internet service Starlink, which provides crucial 

telecommunication services in Ukraine, would not be shut off regardless of whether the company receives funding 

from the US Defense Department. 

 

“Before [the Department of Defense] even came back with an answer, I told @FedorovMykhailo that SpaceX 

would not turn off Starlink even if DoD refused to provide funding,” Musk tweeted Sunday evening, referencing 

talks with Mykhailo Fedorov, Ukraine’s vice prime minister and minister of digital transformation. 

 

Fedorov has previously praised SpaceX and Starlink, calling Musk “among the world’s top private donors 

supporting Ukraine.” 

 

The Starlink satellite internet terminals made by SpaceX, which began arriving in Ukraine last spring, have 

allowed Kyiv’s military to fight and stay connected even as cellular phone and internet networks have been 

destroyed in its war with Russia. 
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CNN first reported earlier this month that SpaceX had asked the Pentagon to pay tens of millions of dollars per 

month to fund Starlink in Ukraine and take the burden off SpaceX. In response to that reporting, Musk then 

abruptly announced on Twitter that he had withdrawn the funding request. 

 

The Pentagon said last week that talks with SpaceX about Ukraine are ongoing, after documents obtained by 

CNN showed SpaceX warning the Pentagon last month it could no longer fund or service Starlink in Ukraine “for 

an indefinite period of time.” 

 

“We are not in a position to further donate terminals to Ukraine, or fund the existing terminals for an indefinite 

period of time,” SpaceX’s director of government sales wrote to the Pentagon in the September letter. 

 

SpaceX claims that providing Starlink services in Ukraine have cost it $80 million so far and that by the end of 

the year costs will exceed $100 million. 

 

--CNN’s Natasha Bertrand and Alex Marquardt contributed to this report 
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12. Sweden’s Top Diplomat: We’ll Fulfil Deal With Turkey on NATO 

Associated Press, Oct. 24 (1238) | Karl Ritter 

 

STOCKHOLM -- Sweden’s center-right government will fulfil all requirements under a deal with Turkey to join 

NATO and will concentrate external relations to its immediate neighborhood while dropping the previous 

administration’s “feminist foreign policy,” the country’s top diplomat said Monday. 

 

Foreign Minister Tobias Billström said the new government shares Turkey’s concern about the Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party, or PKK, which is considered a terrorist organization in Turkey, Europe and the United States. 

 

“There will be no nonsense from the Swedish government when it comes to the PKK,” Billström told the 

Associated Press in an interview. “We are fully behind a policy which means that terrorist organizations don’t 

have a right to function on Swedish territory.” 

 

Turkey stalled Sweden and Finland’s historic bid to join NATO over concerns that the two countries - Sweden in 

particular - had become a safe haven for members of the PKK and affiliated groups. 

 

Under a memorandum of understanding signed by Sweden’s previous left-leaning government at a NATO summit 

in June, Sweden and Finland committed to not support Kurdish groups in Syria that Turkey says are affiliated 

with the PKK and to lift arms embargos on Turkey imposed after its incursion in northern Syria in 2019. They 

also agreed to “address pending deportation or extradition requests of terror suspects,” which has proven more 

complicated due the broad definition of terrorism in Turkey, where anti-terror laws have been used to crack down 

on opponents of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
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“Everything which is written into the trilateral memorandum, and which has been agreed upon by all three parties, 

should be fulfilled, needs to be fulfilled by all the three parties,” Billström said, adding that “everything also has 

to be done in a legally safe way.” 

 

The PKK has led an armed insurgency against the Turkish state since 1984 and the conflict has since resulted in 

the deaths of tens of thousands of people. 

 

Paul Levin, director of the Institute for Turkish Studies at Stockholm University, said the new government may 

have an advantage over the previous Social Democratic government in dealing with Turkey because it doesn’t 

have the same links to the Kurdish diaspora in Sweden. However, the independence of the authorities and the 

courts in Sweden “sets limits to what is possible, and so does international law,” Levin said. 

 

Hungary and Turkey are the only NATO countries which have not yet ratified the accession of Sweden and 

Finland, traditionally non-aligned countries which rushed to apply for membership after Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine in February. 

 

Like most European countries, Sweden has clearly taken Ukraine’s side in the war, supplying its armed forces 

with anti-tank weapons, assault rifles and anti-ship missiles. Ukraine has also asked Sweden to provide the Archer 

artillery system and RBS-70 portable air defense system. Billström said the new government has not yet decided 

on those requests. 

 

“We are ready to try and give as much aid as possible to the Ukrainian government in its heroic struggle against 

the Russian forces,” Billström said. “We shall see when we have made the proper assessments about these 

matters.” 

 

A former migration minister, Billström is a senior member of the conservative Moderate Party, which formed a 

coalition government last week with the center-right Liberals and Christian Democrats. The new government 

relies on support from the anti-immigration Sweden Democrats with whom it has drafted a joint policy platform 

that includes sharp restrictions on immigration and a crackdown on organized crime. 

 

Billström also pledged a shift in Sweden’s foreign relations, with emphasis on northern Europe. Traditionally 

Sweden has sought to project itself internationally as a “humanitarian superpower” with relatively generous 

support for developing countries around the globe and a strong commitment to the United Nations. 

 

“This is not to say that we won’t be interested in the rest of the world, far from it,” Billström said, noting that he 

had given a speech earlier Monday at celebration for United Nations Day, which marks the anniversary of the 

1945 UN charter. 
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“But when it comes to these recalibrations that we are aiming at, it is true that there will be a shift of focus,” he 

said. “And the Nordic countries, the Baltic countries and the European Union will be the three legs on which we 

will base this recalibration.” 

 

In addition, the new government will give up the “feminist foreign policy” which the previous government 

established in 2014. The label has since been used by other countries, including Canada, France, Spain and 

Germany. 

 

“We believe that equal rights between men and women is important, but to use the expression ‘feminist foreign 

policy’ means that you sometimes divert the interest away from what is really important. You put more emphasis 

upon the label than about the actual content,” Billström said. 
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13. Rishi Sunak, UK’s Next PM, Faces Major Economic Problems 

Associated Press, Oct. 24 (1342) | Jill Lawless 

 

LONDON -- Former Treasury chief Rishi Sunak is set to become Britain’s first prime minister of color after being 

chosen Monday to lead a governing Conservative Party desperate for a safe pair of hands to guide the country 

through economic and political turbulence. 

 

The challenges facing the U.K.’s third prime minister this year are enormous: He must try to shore up an economy 

sliding toward recession and reeling after his predecessor’s brief, disastrous experiment in libertarian economics, 

while also attempting to unite a demoralized and divided party that trails far behind the opposition in opinion 

polls. 

 

In his first public statement, Sunak said “the United Kingdom is a great country, but there is no doubt we face a 

profound economic challenge.” 

 

“We now need stability and unity, and I will make it my utmost priority to bring our party and our country 

together,” said Sunak, who at 42 is Britain’s youngest prime minister in 200 years. 

 

Sunak will be the first British prime minister with South Asian roots and its first Hindu leader — a milestone for 

a country with an extensive colonial past, and one that is still contested. 

 

Elected party leader on the major Hindu festival of Diwali, Sunak takes over from Liz Truss, who quit last week 

after 45 tumultuous days in office. His only remaining rival, Penny Mordaunt, conceded and withdrew after failing 

to reach the nomination threshold of 100 Conservative lawmakers needed to stay in the race. 

 

Sunak will now be asked by King Charles III to form a government and becomes the prime minister in a handover 

of power from Truss on Tuesday. 
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Victory is vindication for Sunak, who lost out to Truss in the Conservative election to replace former Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson over the summer when party members chose her tax-cutting boosterism over his warnings 

that inflation must be tamed. 

 

Truss conceded last week that she could not deliver on her plans — but only after her attempts triggered market 

chaos and worsened inflation at a time when millions of Britons were already struggling with soaring borrowing 

costs and rising energy and food prices. 

 

The party is now desperate for someone to right the ship after months of chaos — both during Truss’ short term 

and at the end of Johnson’s. 

 

As finance minister, Sunak steered the economy through the coronavirus pandemic, winning praise for his 

financial support for laid-off workers and shuttered businesses. 

 

He now faces the huge challenge of calming markets and trying to tame inflation at a time of weakened 

government finances, a worsening economic outlook and a wave of strikes. Treasury chief Jeremy Hunt, 

appointed by Truss 10 days ago, is due to make an emergency budget statement Oct. 31 — if Sunak keeps him in 

the job. 

 

Britain also faces broader economic problems stemming from the pandemic, the war in Ukraine and the country’s 

exit from the European Union in 2020. Sunak was a firm supporter of Brexit. 

 

Sunak was cheered wildly by Conservative lawmakers during a packed private meeting in Parliament minutes 

after he won the contest on Monday. 

 

Former Cabinet minister Chris Grayling said Sunak had urged the party “to unite and fix the problems the country 

faces” and had got “a rapturous reception.” 

 

Therese Coffey, who was Truss’ deputy prime minister, said the whole party should support Sunak now. 

 

“We need to get behind him,” she said. 

 

But Sunak still faces resentment from supporters of Johnson for quitting the government in July, a move that 

helped topple the then-leader. His background as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs and his wife’s vast 

wealth — she is the daughter of an Indian billionaire — also fuel a sense he is out of touch with the struggles of 

ordinary people. 

 

He takes the reins after Truss’ proposal for aggressive tax cuts that would be paid for through government 

borrowing pummeled the value of the pound, drove up the cost of government borrowing and home mortgages, 
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and forced emergency Bank of England intervention. Truss executed a series of U-turns and replaced her Treasury 

chief but faced rebellion from lawmakers in her party that obliterated her authority. 

 

In the lightning-quick contest to replace her, Sunak’s position strengthened after Johnson dramatically quit the 

race on Sunday night, ending a short-lived, high-profile attempt to return to the prime minister’s job he was ousted 

from little more than three months ago amid ethics scandals. 

 

The prospect of a return by Johnson had thrown the already divided Conservative Party into further turmoil. He 

led the party to a thumping election victory in 2019, but his premiership was clouded by scandals over money 

and ethics that eventually became too much for the party to bear. 

 

He threw in the towel late Sunday despite insisting he was “well placed to deliver a Conservative victory” in the 

next national election. 

 

The Conservative Party turmoil is fueling demands for a national election. Under Britain’s parliamentary system, 

there does not need to be one until the end of 2024, though the government has the power to call one sooner. 

 

Currently that looks unlikely. Opinion polls say an election would spell disaster for the Conservatives, with the 

left-of-center Labour Party winning a large majority. 

 

Tim Bale, professor of politics at Queen Mary University of London, said the Conservative Party is “not out of 

the woods yet” even after choosing Sunak. 

 

“And certainly I think voters, while possibly they may give Rishi Sunak a little bit of a bounce, a little bit of credit 

for not being Liz Truss, are certainly out of love with the Conservative Party as a whole,” he said. “So I don’t 

expect this to make an enormous amount of difference to the opinion polls.” 

 

--Associated Press writer Danica Kirka contributed to this story 
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14. North Korea likely to conduct nuclear test, but U.S. prepared for all contingencies – State Department 

Yonhap News Agency (South Korea), Oct. 24 (1617) | Byun Duk-kun 

 

WASHINGTON -- North Korea is believed to be continuing preparations for a nuclear test while the U.S. is set 

to face any threat posed by the recalcitrant country, a state department spokesperson said Monday. 

 

Department Press Secretary Ned Price said the U.S. also remains open to engaging in dialogue with Pyongyang. 
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“Our concern regarding the potential for another North Korean nuclear test, which would be its seventh, has been 

consistent for some time now. We assess that the DPRK is preparing its Punggye-ri test site for what would be its 

seventh test,” Price said in a daily press briefing, referring to North Korea by its official name, the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea. 

 

“We are preparing for all contingencies in close coordination with our partners and allies around the world,” he 

added. 

 

The spokesperson noted steps to be taken by the U.S. may include “adjustments” to U.S. defense posture. 

 

“We are prepared to make both short- and longer-term adjustments to our military posture as appropriate in 

responding to DPRK provocation and as necessary to strengthen both defense and deterrence to protect our allies 

in the region,” he said. 

 

The remarks came as Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman began a three-day visit to Japan earlier in the 

day for bilateral and trilateral talks with her South Korean and Japanese counterparts. 

 

Price said much of Sherman’s ongoing trip to Tokyo will be “dedicated to discussing the challenge that the DPRK 

poses to the region.” 

 

The department spokesperson also reiterated U.S. commitment to engage in dialogue with the North. 

 

“We have made consistently clear that we harbor no hostile intent towards the DPRK. We remain open to 

dialogue. We remain open to diplomacy,” he said. 

 

“At the same time, our commitment to the security of our personnel in the region, of our treaty allies is ironclad,” 

added Price. 

 

John Kirby, spokesperson for the White House National Security Council (NSC), expressed concerns over North 

Korea’s recent provocations, while highlighting the possibility of a potential nuclear test. 

 

“We have been consistently concerned about North Korean provocations. It’s not just because they have 

accelerated missile launches, for instance, in the last few weeks. It’s been a consistent concern of ours, which is 

why several months ago, again, we added some intelligence capabilities off the Korean Peninsula to help us get 

a little bit better insight,” he said in a telephonic press briefing. 

 

North Korea fired nearly a dozen ballistic missiles in just three weeks from late September, bringing the total 

number of ballistic missiles it launched this year to 44, the largest number of ballistic missiles fired in a single 

year, according to U.S. officials. 
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“We have said that the North Koreans could conduct the nuclear test at any time. We still believe that’s the case,” 

said Kirby. 

 

The NSC strategic communications coordinator also reaffirmed U.S. commitment to engage in dialogue with 

Pyongyang, saying the U.S. has offered to sit down with the North “without preconditions.” 

 

“And that offer stands today. No preconditions. We are willing to sit down and start to have a dialogue.” 
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15. Taiwan’s Tsai Says No Backing Down to Chinese Aggression 

Associated Press, Oct. 25 (0119) | Not Attributed 

 

TAIPEI, Taiwan -- Taiwan won’t back down in the face of “aggressive threats” from China, the president of the 

self-governing island democracy Tsai Ing-wen said Tuesday, comparing growing pressure from Beijing to 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

 

Tsai’s comments follow the conclusion of the twice-a-decade congress of China’s Communist Party at which it 

upped its long-standing threat to annex the island it considers its own territory by force if necessary. 

 

The party added a line into its constitution on “resolutely opposing and deterring” Taiwan’s independence 

“resolutely implementing the policy of ‘one country, two systems,’” the formula by which it plans to govern the 

island in future. 

 

The blueprint has already been put in place in the former British colony of Hong Kong, which has seen its 

democratic system, civil liberties and judicial independence decimated. 

 

Speaking to an international gathering of pro-democracy activists in Taipei, Tsai said democracies and liberal 

societies were facing the greatest host of challenges since the Cold War. 

 

“Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine is a prime example. It shows an authoritarian regime will do whatever 

it takes to achieve expansionism,” Tsai said. 

 

“The people of Taiwan are all too familiar with such aggression. In recent years, Taiwan has been confronted by 

increasingly aggressive threats from China,” she said, listing military intimidation, cyber attacks and economic 

coercion among them. 

 

The rising Chinese threat has spurred calls on Taiwan for additional defense investments and a lengthening of the 

term of national service required of all Taiwanese men. 
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“However, even under constant threats, the people of Taiwan have never shied away from the challenges” and 

have fought to work against authoritarian forces looking to undermine their democratic way of life, Tsai said. 

 

Tsai was speaking at the opening ceremony of the World Movement for Democracy’s Steering Committee, which 

is chaired by 2021 Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Ressa. 

 

Taiwan and China split amid civil war in 1949 and Taipei enjoys strong U.S. military and political support, despite 

the lack of formal military ties. 

 

Despite having just 14 official diplomatic allies, Taiwan has drawn increasing backing from major nations, 

including Japan, Australia, the U.S., Canada and across Europe. 

 

A recent visit by U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi enraged Beijing, which responded with military exercises 

seen as a rehearsal of a blockade of the island. 

 

On Monday, Tsai met with a German parliamentary delegation focusing on human rights, who expressed concern 

about how Taiwan would handle threats from China. 

 

“Taiwan is really facing military threats,” delegation head Peter Heidt said. “From Germany’s point of view, 

changes to the cross-strait status quo, if any, must be based on peaceful means. Also, these changes must be made 

after both sides have reached a consensus.” 

 

Also on Tuesday, Taiwanese Premier You Si-kun was meeting with Ukrainian lawmaker Kira Rudik and 

Lithuanian politician Zygimantas Pavilionis. Taiwan has strongly condemned the Russian invasion and at least 

one Taiwanese citizen is reportedly fighting with Ukrainian forces. 

 

The Ukrainian conflict has focused new attention on if and when China might launch military action against 

Taiwan, given that a solid majority of Taiwanese reject Beijing’s calls for “peaceful reunification.” 

 

A full-scale invasion across the 160-kilometer (100-mile) -wide Taiwan Strait remains a daunting prospect for 

China despite its recent massive military expansion, especially in its naval and missile forces. 

 

However, Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s securing of another five-year term in office has some observers speculating 

he may be looking to move up the schedule for bringing Taiwan under China’s control. 

 

Among personnel changes at China’s congress that concluded Saturday, Gen. He Weidong was elevated to second 

vice chairman of the Central Military Commission. He was formerly head of the Eastern Theater Command, 

which would be primarily responsible for operations against Taiwan should hostilities break out. 
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CHINA 

 

16. U.S. accuses ten in Chinese spy cases 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A4 | Devlin Barrett, Perry Stein and Ellen Nakashima 

 

The United States on Monday unveiled charges accusing two Chinese intelligence officers of attempting to 

subvert a criminal investigation into a China-based telecommunications company - one of three new cases that 

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said shows Beijing is trying to “lie, cheat and steal” its way to a competitive 

advantage in technology. 

 

In total, the U.S. Justice Department said 10 individuals were Chinese intelligence officers or government officials 

engaged in criminal conduct, and in the most alarming case, accused two men of working on Beijing’s behalf to 

bribe a U.S. law enforcement official to share secrets about an ongoing prosecution of a major Chinese firm. 

Although officials did not identify the firm, people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of 

anonymity to discuss ongoing cases, said it is Huawei Technologies, a global telecommunications giant that has 

been in a years-long battle with the United States over trade secrets, sanctions and national security concerns. 

 

Unbeknownst to the two accused Chinese operatives, the law enforcement official they thought they had 

successfully bribed was in fact operating as a double agent, working for the U.S. government, gathering evidence 

against the two suspects, and feeding them false details and documents to win their trust, officials said. 

 

The other two cases highlight what U.S. officials say is a relentless effort by the Chinese government to both 

recruit American sources and harass perceived enemies on U.S. soil. 

 

“Each of these cases lays bare the Chinese government’s flagrant violation of international laws, as they work to 

project their authoritarian view around the world,” Wray said at a news conference. 

 

An indictment unsealed in New Jersey charged four people, including three alleged Chinese intelligence officers, 

with conspiring to act as illegal agents on China’s behalf, using a purported Chinese academic institute to “target, 

co-opt, and direct” individuals in the United States to further China’s intelligence goals. 

 

In the third case, seven individuals were charged with working on China’s behalf in a long-running campaign of 

harassment trying to force a U.S. resident to return to China - part of what U.S. officials say is a broader Chinese 

strategy of punishing critics who live abroad, called Operation Fox Hunt. The Chinese operatives are accused of 

using threats, surveillance and intimidation to coerce the individual, who was not named in court papers, to return 

to China. 

 

In this case, Attorney General Merrick Garland described how the Chinese government said the U.S. resident’s 

life would be “endless misery” unless the person returned to China. 
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“As these cases demonstrate, the government of China sought to interfere with the rights and freedoms of 

individuals in the United States and to undermine our judicial system that protects those rights,” Garland said. 

“They did not succeed. The Justice Department will not tolerate attempts by any foreign power to undermine the 

rule of law upon which our democracy is based.” 

 

The Justice Department indicted Huawei Technologies in 2019, accusing the world’s largest communications 

equipment manufacturer and some of its executives of violating U.S. sanctions on Iran and conspiring to obstruct 

justice related to the investigation - prompting furious condemnations from both the company and the country. 

 

The new charges suggest that the Chinese government went to great lengths to try to defeat the U.S. case against 

the company, assigning alleged Chinese intelligence officers to obtain information about witnesses and evidence. 

Huawei has long insisted it operates independently of the Chinese government. 

 

The 29-page complaint unsealed Monday against the two Chinese men - Guochun He and Zheng Wang - charges 

that they attempted to recruit a person they believed was a U.S. law enforcement agency employee who could act 

as a spy on the ongoing investigation. In fact, according to the charging document, that employee was monitored 

and steered by the FBI, sharing the conversations and helping U.S. prosecutors build a case against the two men. 

 

Parts of the unsealed complaint read like a spy novel, describing efforts by the alleged intelligence officers to use 

a public pay phone to contact a person they thought had connections to the Justice Department, offering bribes in 

bitcoin and assigning code names such as “Marilyn Monroe” and “Cary Grant” to purported witnesses. The two 

men, who are believed to be in China, are charged with money laundering and obstruction. 

 

One former U.S. counterintelligence agent said the alleged Chinese spies’ tradecraft seemed “amateurish.” The 

alleged intelligence officer “spoke of what his superiors wanted and didn’t want, what the company wanted or 

didn’t want to do,” said Holden Triplett, former FBI legal attache in Beijing and a former counterintelligence 

agent. 

 

“The operation just shows the desperation of the Chinese government,” Triplett said. “It means the case is really 

hurting Huawei - or they would not be committing the resources and taking the risk of trying to target a 

government source. It’s also really clear that Huawei figures into the Chinese government’s national security 

strategy.” 

 

The charges come as the United States has taken increasingly aggressive measures to contain China’s rise in the 

military and technology spheres. 

 

A Huawei representative did not immediately respond to request for comment. 
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Huawei is a Chinese “national champion,” a company seen as crucial to Beijing’s strategic aims and that has 

enjoyed substantial government financial support. Its founder, Ren Zhengfei, had been an engineer with the 

People’s Liberation Army in the 1970s, fueling suspicion that the company had military ties. Ren has said Huawei 

does not help Beijing with intelligence gathering. 

 

Huawei’s former chairwoman, Sun Yafang, who retired in 2018, had previously worked for the Ministry of State 

Security, China’s main foreign intelligence service, according to an essay published under her name in a Chinese 

magazine in 2017. 

 

The Chinese government’s attempt to meddle in the Huawei prosecution “only reinforces DOJ’s view that [the] 

interests” of the Chinese government and Huawei “are not only fully aligned but are inextricably intertwined,” 

David Laufman, a former senior Justice Department official who handled Chinese espionage and cyber cases, 

said on Twitter. 

 

The cases are the latest manifestation of a change in approach for the Justice Department’s National Security 

Division, which earlier this year shuttered its controversial China Initiative and replaced it with a broader strategy 

to counter nation-state threats. The initiative, which drew criticism for the perception that it was unjustly targeting 

ethnic Chinese professors for grant fraud prosecution under a program supposedly focused on espionage, was 

ended by Assistant Attorney General Matthew G. Olsen, who took office last year. 

 

“We have stayed very focused on the threat that the PRC poses to our values, our institutions,” Olsen said Monday. 

“What we are charging today ... demonstrates we have remained relentless and focused on the threat.” 

 

--Aaron Schaffer and Eva Dou contributed to this report 
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17. U.S. takes note of China congress, says important to keep communications open 

Reuters, Oct. 24 (1741) | Not Attributed 

 

The United States said on Monday it had taken note of the Communist Party congress in strategic rival China that 

confirmed Xi Jinping in an unprecedented third term as leader, and stressed the importance of keeping lines of 

communication open. 

 

Even as the White House reiterated the Biden administration’s focus on “responsibly managing” competition with 

China and desire to cooperate in areas of mutual interest, prosecutors in New York said they had charged two 

Chinese nationals with trying to obstruct prosecution of a major Chinese telecommunications company. 

 

State Department spokesperson Ned Price told a regular briefing the party congress would not bring a change in 

the U.S. approach to China, which he referred to by the initials of its official name. 
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“We do note the conclusion of the 20th Party Congress and we would welcome cooperation of the PRC where 

our interests align, and that includes cooperation on climate change and global health, counter narcotics, non-

proliferation as well,” he said, stressing that it was “perhaps the most consequential bilateral relationship we 

have.” 

 

White House spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre told a separate briefing President Joe Biden and Xi had spoken 

five times as leaders, but said she had nothing to share about a possible first in-person meeting as leaders at the 

G20 summit in Indonesia next month. 

 

“We continue our efforts to keep lines of communication open, including at the leader level,” she said. “We 

believe it important to keep those conversations ongoing and we will continue to do that.” 

 

Xi secured an unprecedented third leadership term on Sunday and introduced a top governing body stacked with 

loyalists, cementing his place as China’s most powerful ruler since Mao Zedong. 

 

During Xi’s tenure, China’s relations with Washington have plummeted and fears have risen that the two 

superpowers with the world’s biggest economies could become engaged in a conflict over Taiwan, a self-

administered U.S.-backed island China claims as its own. 

 

A person familiar with the matter identified the Chinese telecommunications company in the New York case as 

Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, which has been at the center of U.S. disputes with China over alleged espionage 

and technology theft. 

 

U.S. prosecutors said the case was representative of a broader pattern of unlawful influence efforts by China, and 

announced they had also charged 11 people in two other cases with spying for Beijing or intimidating Chinese 

dissidents. 
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18. Xi Rewards Combat-Ready China Generals Amid Taiwan Tensions 

Bloomberg News, Oct. 24 (1949) | Philip Glamann and Zibang Xiao 

 

Along with securing a third term in office on Sunday, Xi Jinping also named two top generals to key roles as he 

looks to modernize China’s military and keep up pressure on Taiwan. 

 

Zhang Youxia, 72, stayed as vice chairman of the Central Military Commission and is now the oldest member of 

the Politburo after Xi dismantled retirement norms. The general is a long-time associate of the president and one 

of the few senior military officials with combat experience, having fought against Vietnam decades ago. 
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The other vice chair role went to He Weidong, who led the military command responsible for Taiwan, the self-

governed island claimed by China. Xi said at the opening of the party congress that “reunification” with Taiwan 

“must be realized and it can without a doubt be realized.” 

 

Taken together, the appointments signal Xi is forging ahead with his drive to turn the People’s Liberation Army 

into a more modern fighting force capable of taking Taiwan -- even if it’s unlikely that he will actually use force 

against the island. The US’s top uniformed officer, General Mark Milley, told Congress last year that Xi wanted 

the ability to overrun Taiwan by 2027. 

 

The new leadership “underscores the importance of professional military expertise at the highest levels of PLA 

leadership and the importance of Taiwan for the PLA as it continues to modernize,” said M. Taylor Fravel, author 

of Active Defense: China’s Military Strategy Since 1949 and a political science professor at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. 

 

Xi has made modernizing the military a focus of his decade in power. Under his watch, China set a goal of 

building “a modern military” by 2027 and “world-class” version by 2049, the 100th anniversary of the People’s 

Republic. 

 

Xi reiterated the target set for five years from now at a meeting of the Central Military Commission on Monday, 

state broadcaster China Central Television reported. “We must make all efforts possible to ensure the goals be 

realized,” he said. 

 

Last year, Xi called for “breaking new ground” in weapons development. The nation has tested a hypersonic 

missile capable of carrying a nuclear warhead, launched its third and most advanced aircraft carrier, and conducted 

what the US called a “breathtaking expansion” of its strategic and nuclear arsenal. 

 

Zhang, who was first appointed a vice chair of China’s top military body in 2017, ensures some level of continuity 

for the PLA as military tensions rise with the US over Taiwan. He’s also a family friend of Xi, as their fathers 

worked together in northwestern China during the civil war, according to Li Nan, visiting senior research fellow 

at the East Asian Institute of the National University of Singapore. 

 

“Xi Jinping trusts Zhang Youxia for personal reasons, but also for practical reasons,” Li said, adding that the 

president doesn’t have strong connections with many top military officials. 

 

“He has very rich fighting experience,” Li said of Zhang. “For Xi Jinping, that’s an asset.” 

 

‘Well Prepared’ 

 

As part of China’s military modernization, Xi has also increased his focus on Taiwan over fears that pro-

independence sentiment was gaining traction as the US and other countries step up support for the island. Taiwan 
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President Tsai Ing-Wen, who took power in 2016, rejects China’s claims and says Taiwan is already a de facto 

nation deserving more recognition. 

 

He Weidong led the Eastern Theater Command responsible for Taiwan, which was reconstituted from the Nanjing 

Military Region in 2016. There’s speculation He played a role in planning China’s unprecedented military drills 

around the island following US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit in August, said Oriana Skylar Mastro, who 

researches China’s military as a center fellow at Stanford University’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International 

Studies. 

 

“The promotion of He Weidong is generally considered within China as a sign that Beijing is strengthening 

military preparations, or in the words of some Chinese military commentators, ‘strengthening combat preparations 

for military struggles against Taiwan,’” she said. 

 

Taiwan Defense Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng told lawmakers Monday that China’s appointment of Zhang and He -

- along with others who have a range of expertise in naval, rocket and aerospace fields -- shows Beijing “will be 

tougher on Taiwan.” 

 

“The Communist Party is well prepared,” he said, warning that cross-straits tensions were at a worrying level. 

“These talents can be put into good use for a long time.” 

 

He Weidong in particular will bring more insight on China’s planning around Taiwan in meetings of the Central 

Military Commission and Politburo, according to Neil Thomas, a China analyst at Eurasia Group, a political risk 

advisory and consulting firm. 

 

“His presence could be less about preparing for a proactive invasion of Taiwan in the next few years and more 

about consolidating China’s long-term advantage over Taiwan through well-calibrated gray-zone tactics and 

deterrence of rising Western support for Taiwan,” Thomas said. 

 

--With assistance from Kari Lindberg, Cindy Wang, Betty Hou and Colum Murph 
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19. Iran says won’t remain ‘indifferent’ if Russian use of its drones proven 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1410) | Not Attributed 

 

Iran’s foreign minister said Monday that Tehran would not remain “indifferent” if it becomes evident Russia is 

using Iranian-made drones in Ukraine. 
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His remarks came as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russia ordered around 2,000 drones from 

Iran, the same kind that Kyiv says Moscow has been using in its recent attacks against Ukraine. 

 

“During the war in Ukraine... we are against arming both Russia and Ukraine,” Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 

Amir-Abdollahian said in video remarks published by local media. 

 

“We have not supplied Russia with any weapons or drones for use in the war against Ukraine,” he continued, 

reiterating previous denials whilst acknowledging that the two countries have defence cooperation. 

 

Iran’s top diplomat reaffirmed his country’s willingness to hold direct talks with Ukraine on the matter, and said 

that he conveyed this to European foreign policy chief Josep Borrell in the past days. 

 

“I stressed to Mr Borrell that if... it becomes clear to us that Russia has used Iranian drones in the war against 

Ukraine, we will definitely not be indifferent about this issue.” 

 

Kyiv and its Western allies have repeatedly accused Moscow of using Iranian-made drones in attacks on Ukraine 

in recent weeks. 

 

Iran has previously rejected allegations that it has supplied Russia with weapons “to be used” in Ukraine, while 

the Kremlin said Western countries aim to “pressure” Tehran. 

 

Earlier on Monday, Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Nasser Kanani rejected US allegations that Iranian military 

personnel are on the ground in Russian-occupied Crimea to help Moscow carry out drone attacks in Ukraine. 

 

“We strongly reject this news,” Kanani said in a press conference. 

 

The claim by Washington “aims to deviate public opinion from the destructive role they have in the Ukraine war 

by standing on one side of the conflict and heavily exporting weapons and equipment to Ukraine,” he added. 

 

On Thursday, White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Iranian forces are “on the ground in 

Crimea” to assist Russia in its operations, adding that the personnel are trainers and tech support workers. 

 

Kirby said “Tehran is now directly engaged on the ground, and through the provision of weapons that are 

impacting civilians and civilian infrastructure in Ukraine”. 

 

The United States, alongside Britain and the European Union, have already imposed sanctions on Iran over the 

issue of drones. 

 

Last month, Kyiv decided to significantly reduce its diplomatic relations with Tehran over alleged arms deliveries 

to Moscow. 
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20. Animosity Strains U.S.-Saudi Ties 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A1 | Stephen Kalin, Summer Said and Dion Nissenbaum 

 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia -- An unwritten pact binding the U.S. and Saudi Arabia has survived 15 presidents and 

seven kings through an Arab oil embargo, two Persian Gulf wars and the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Now, it is 

fracturing under two leaders who don’t like or trust each other. 

 

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the kingdom’s 37-year-old day-to-day ruler, mocks President Biden 

in private, making fun of the 79-year-old’s gaffes and questioning his mental acuity, according to people inside 

the Saudi government. He has told advisers he hasn’t been impressed with Mr. Biden since his days as vice 

president, and much preferred former President Donald Trump, the people said. 

 

Mr. Biden said on the campaign trail in 2020 that he saw “very little social redeeming value in the present 

government in Saudi Arabia.” He refused to talk to Prince Mohammed for over a year, and when they finally did 

meet in Jeddah in July, Saudi officials present felt that Mr. Biden was uninterested in the policy discussions, the 

people said. U.S. officials said Mr. Biden devoted significant time and energy to the meetings. 

 

Geopolitical and economic forces have been driving wedges into the relationship between America and Saudi 

Arabia for years. But the enmity between Mr. Biden and Prince Mohammed has deepened the tension. 

 

“Rarely has the chain of broken expectations and perceived insults and humiliations been greater than they are 

now,” said Aaron David Miller, a veteran U.S. diplomat in the Middle East now at the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace. “There’s almost no trust and absolutely no mutual respect.” 

 

The decision by Saudi-led OPEC+ to cut oil production -- raising crude prices at a time of high inflation just 

before an American election and despite U.S. pleas to hold off -- has cemented both leaders’ resolve to reconsider 

a strategic relationship that has underpinned the global economy and Middle East geopolitics for almost 80 years, 

with once-unthinkable retaliatory measures now on the table. The White House has said Mr. Biden wants to 

review whether the Saudi relationship is serving U.S. national security interests, on top of an administration 

reassessment last year. Saudi officials say it may now be time for them to reassess the U.S. relationship, too. 

 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the West’s response have exacerbated tensions, since the production cut 

propped up oil prices that help fund President Vladimir Putin’s war effort and undermined U.S.-led sanctions on 

Moscow. 

 

In the Biden administration’s view, the Ukraine war is a decisive historical moment that requires countries to 

choose a side, with the OPEC+ cut putting the Saudis closer to the Russians. The Saudis see an opportunity to 
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assert their own interests in a world where the U.S. isn’t the undisputed superpower, saying they can support 

Ukraine and work with Russia in OPEC+ at the same time. 

 

Saudi officials say they are frustrated the relationship is still viewed through the narrow lens of oil and security. 

Riyadh has framed the recent OPEC+ decision as vital to its core national interests, a technical decision that they 

say was needed to prevent a precipitous drop in crude prices. Prince Mohammed now sees high oil prices as 

perhaps his last shot to use the kingdom’s natural resources to modernize the Saudi economy and build a post-oil 

future. 

 

Saudi Arabia plans to highlight that effort this week in Riyadh, with its Future Investment Initiative conference. 

Organizers said they didn’t invite U.S. officials, who have previously attended at the cabinet level, after the Biden 

administration weighed withdrawing from participating. 

 

“Our economic agenda is critical to our survival. It’s not just about energy and defense,” the Saudi foreign 

minister, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, said in an interview. “It may have been 50 years ago but that certainly is not 

the case today.” 

 

Prince Faisal denied that Prince Mohammed had privately derided Mr. Biden or told aides he was unimpressed 

by him and favored Mr. Trump. 

 

“These allegations made by anonymous sources are entirely false,” said Prince Faisal. “The kingdom’s leaders 

have always held the utmost respect for U.S. presidents, based on the kingdom’s belief in the importance of having 

a relationship based on mutual respect.” 

 

U.S. officials said Mr. Biden has pushed the relationship beyond oil by working to deepen ties between Saudi 

Arabia and Israel, two countries that drew closer under Mr. Trump and are aligned in their view of Iran as the 

region’s biggest threat. Though Israel and Saudi Arabia have no formal diplomatic relations, they have been 

secretly expanding their security cooperation with White House help. 

 

Adrienne Watson, spokeswoman for the White House National Security Council, said Mr. Biden “has engaged 

with leaders from across the region” to establish “a more stable and integrated Middle East.” 

 

The path ahead is likely to be rocky. At risk for Washington are counterterrorism operations, efforts to contain 

Iran and Israel’s deeper integration into the region. For the Saudis, a breakdown with the U.S. would jeopardize 

its national security and ambitious economic reforms. Mutual trade and investment worth hundreds of billions of 

dollars are also on the line. 

 

The next big test comes in early December, when three events with major significance for global energy markets 

are set to collide: another OPEC+ meeting and plans by the European Union for an embargo of Russian oil and 

by the Group of Seven wealthy nations to cap the price of Russian crude. 
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The Saudis have signaled that they could raise oil production in December if the market loses Russian oil because 

of the EU embargo or the G-7 price cap, according to people inside the Saudi government. U.S. officials, skeptical 

that Riyadh would or could do that, say this will be a key litmus test for where the kingdom stands: with Ukraine 

and its Western backers or with Russia. 

 

Mr. Biden and Prince Mohammed tried to build a personal rapport during the president’s trip to Jeddah in July, 

where they fist-bumped ahead of a three-hour meeting. But the president angered the royal by immediately raising 

human-rights allegations, people close to the talks said, including the 2018 death of Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi 

journalist based in Washington who was killed and dismembered by a team of Saudi agents inside the kingdom’s 

Istanbul consulate. 

 

The killing of Mr. Khashoggi remains the most important flashpoint between the two men. Among Mr. Biden’s 

first acts as president was releasing an American intelligence report concluding that the crown prince had ordered 

the operation to capture or kill Mr. Khashoggi, an allegation the Saudi government denies. 

 

The disagreement reflects Prince Mohammed’s sense that it is unacceptable to keep raising the killing and Mr. 

Biden’s sense that U.S. values demand it not be glossed over, said Jon Alterman, director of the Middle East 

program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

 

“The American bet is that the Saudis need the United States and will come around, and the Saudi bet is the 

opposite,” Mr. Alterman said. 

 

In the past, Saudi kings and American presidents were able to smooth out turbulent periods with strong personal 

relations. In 2005, just a few years after 15 Saudis participated in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, President 

George W. Bush had hosted Crown Prince Abdullah at his Texas ranch, where the two men were photographed 

holding hands. 

 

In the early 1970s, Saudis partially nationalized American oil interests in the kingdom and launched an oil 

embargo that ushered in crippling inflation. Yet President Richard Nixon met King Faisal and toasted his wisdom 

during a state dinner in Jeddah in 1974. 

 

“When you’re dealing with a country that’s basically run by five people, it has to be on a personal level,” said 

Steven Cook, a Middle East expert at the Council on Foreign Relations. 

 

Since the 1940s, Washington’s relationship with this insular monarchy grew around an implicit understanding 

that the U.S. would ensure Saudi Arabia’s territorial integrity and the kingdom would keep oil flowing to a global 

economy dominated by America. 
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Those calculations have changed over time. The Saudis once sold the U.S. over 2 million barrels of oil every day, 

but that’s fallen to less than 500,000 barrels a day, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The 

U.S. grew to become the world’s biggest oil producer, and China is now the biggest buyer of Saudi oil, followed 

by India. 

 

After decades of war, Washington has sought to reduce entanglements in the Middle East to focus on a rising 

China and resurgent Russia. The main American initiative in the region -- the Obama-era nuclear-containment 

deal with Iran -- has also strained relations with Saudi Arabia, which opposes lifting sanctions unless Tehran also 

reins in its support for regional militias and the proliferation of ballistic missiles that threaten Riyadh. The Saudis 

were irked by the Obama administration negotiating with Iran about national security issues without consulting 

them. 

 

“Oil-for-security is dead,” said Ayham Kamel, head of Middle East and North Africa at political-risk advisory 

firm Eurasia Group. 

 

When Mr. Biden was elected, Prince Mohammed huddled with advisers at a seaside palace to complete a plan to 

woo the new president, according to people familiar with the matter. 

 

The Saudis delivered a few concessions on a topic Mr. Biden had campaigned on -- human rights -- including the 

eventual release of Loujain al-Hathloul, a prominent women’s-rights campaigner who says she was tortured in 

detention, and two Saudi-American prisoners. And they patched up a feud with Qatar after leading an economic 

boycott against it which Mr. Trump had initially supported. 

 

Mr. Biden’s response shocked Prince Mohammed, the people said. In his first weeks in office, the president froze 

Saudi arms sales, reversed a last-minute Trump administration decision to label Yemen’s Houthi rebels a foreign 

terrorist organization, and published the intelligence report on Mr. Khashoggi’s killing which Mr. Trump had 

dismissed. 

 

For the Biden administration, these steps were a necessary correction. To the Saudis, Mr. Biden’s early moves 

were a slap in the face. 

 

In a relationship that has historically been steered by presidents and kings themselves, the White House handed 

the Saudi file to Brett McGurk of the National Security Council and Amos Hochstein at the State Department, 

who, despite extensive diplomatic experience, carry little of the clout or policy mandate of officials who handled 

the relationship in previous administrations. 

 

The pair communicated mainly with two of Prince Mohammed’s brothers: Prince Abdulaziz, the oil minister, and 

Prince Khalid bin Salman, who was recently elevated to defense minister. The two Americans lobbied hard inside 

the administration for engagement with the Saudis, and when the Saudis bucked the U.S. on oil production over 
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the summer, Mr. Hochstein sent Prince Abdulaziz a note suggesting he felt betrayed, The Wall Street Journal has 

reported. 

 

The White House is wary of blowing up the relationship, which could jeopardize sensitive security operations. 

Mr. Sullivan said the president would consult with members of both parties -- some of whom are vowing dramatic 

action -- about how to respond to Saudi Arabia, including potential changes to U.S. security assistance, when 

Congress reconvenes after the midterm elections next month. 

 

Shortly after the meeting in Vienna, Saudi officials met with think tanks and lower-level U.S. officials to make 

their case. They said Washington has underestimated how much Saudi Arabia has helped Ukraine and they were 

surprised by the American reaction to the OPEC+ decision, meeting attendees said. 

 

One drastic option: Saudi officials have said privately that the kingdom could sell the U.S. Treasury bonds it holds 

if Congress were to pass anti-OPEC legislation, according to people familiar with the matter. Saudi holdings of 

U.S. Treasurys increased to $119.2 billion in June from $114.7 billion in May, according to U.S. Treasury data. 

Saudi Arabia is the 16th largest holder of U.S. Treasurys, according to federal data. 

 

“It’s hard to imagine either side saying ‘All right, let’s put this back together,’” said Mr. Cook of the Council on 

Foreign Relations. 

 

--Benoit Faucon, Nancy A. Youssef and Michael Amon contributed to this article 
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21. Ethiopia Is Set to Begin Peace Talks With Tigray Rebels as Crisis Deepens 

Delegations from both sides have traveled to South Africa for the first formal negotiations since the civil war 

erupted nearly two years ago 

New York Times, Oct. 25 (0300), Pg. A11 | Abdi Latif Dahir 

 

NAIROBI, Kenya -- Representatives of the Ethiopian government and rebel forces in the country’s Tigray region 

arrived in South Africa on Monday for their first formal peace talks, a much-anticipated effort to resolve the 

almost two-year civil war that has ravaged Africa’s second-most-populous nation. 

 

The mediation, led by the African Union, has new urgency because the conflict in Tigray has intensified, raising 

fears that the humanitarian crisis and widespread atrocities that have left thousands dead, millions displaced and 

hundreds of thousands hungry will only get worse. 

 



 

 

 

   

 -52-   

The Ethiopian military and its Eritrean allies captured several major towns from Tigrayan forces in recent days, 

too, advancing toward the regional capital, Mekelle, and leaving Tigrayan leaders with a weaker hand in the 

delicate negotiations. 

 

The talks have taken months to organize and were scheduled to start earlier this month but ran into logistical and 

organizational challenges -- including a high degree of mistrust on both sides. The negotiations are now set to 

begin on Tuesday after the mediators finalized the framework for the talks on Monday, according to a senior 

Western official with knowledge of the process. 

 

The formal talks have drawn the attention of global leaders, who have urged the warring parties to seek a political 

resolution that would halt the indiscriminate killings, shelling and human rights violations that have surged anew 

since a five-month humanitarian truce was shattered in August. 

 

“The situation in Ethiopia is spiraling out of control,” the United Nations secretary general, António Guterres, 

warned in a speech last week. “We need the urgent resumption of talks towards an effective, lasting political 

settlement.” 

 

The peacemaking efforts in South Africa are aimed at halting an internecine conflict that began in November 

2020, when the Ethiopian government, led by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, and the Tigray People’s Liberation 

Front, a onetime rebel movement that had dominated the country’s politics for nearly three decades, began 

clashing in northern Ethiopia. 

 

A new wave of violence followed the breakdown in August of a five-month cease-fire: Government airstrikes 

and artillery bombardment have killed civilians and aid workers, and a gush of hate speech and incitement to 

violence has spread through social media. 

 

The peace talks between the Ethiopian government and the Tigrayans are being steered by a three-person team of 

negotiators: the former Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo; the former South African deputy president 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka; and Uhuru Kenyatta, who was until recently the president of Kenya. 

 

The African Union, which convened the meeting, and the South African government, which is hosting it, have 

not provided any details about the format of the talks, how long they will last or where they will take place. 

 

Tigrayan officials have remained wary of Mr. Obasanjo, whom they have accused of favoring Mr. Abiy, and his 

presence contributed to the delay in bringing both sides together. 

 

The United States ferried Tigrayan officials out of the war zone aboard a U.S. military aircraft over the weekend, 

said a United States official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss operational matters. 

 



 

 

 

   

 -53-   

It was the latest of several secretive flights organized by the State Department since March that brought together 

representatives from both sides, as part of a wider international effort to kick-start formal peace talks. Mike 

Hammer, the U.S. envoy to the Horn of Africa region, convened a previous meeting in September at Camp 

Lemonnier, the American military base in Djibouti, that unsuccessfully sought to broker a cessation of hostilities. 

 

On Sunday, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said he spoke with both President William Ruto of Kenya and the 

South African foreign minister, Naledi Pandor, about the peace talks and how to ensure a successful outcome. 

 

Tigrayan forces have said their pressing demands at the talks will be for an immediate cessation of hostilities, 

unhindered access to humanitarian aid and the withdrawal of Eritrean forces. 

 

But their requests, along with the entire negotiation process, observers say, could be undermined by the escalating 

conflict and the vow by the government to take control of all federal facilities, including airports, in the Tigray 

region. 

 

Ethiopian and Eritrean forces have retaken major towns like Adwa and Shire in recent days, raising the prospect, 

experts say, of a quick advance toward the region’s capital. 

 

“Given their military momentum on the ground, the federal authorities may seek a surrender, with Tigray’s leaders 

pledging to end their armed resistance and substantially demobilize their forces,” said William Davison, the senior 

Ethiopia analyst at the International Crisis Group. “But Tigray’s negotiators are highly unlikely to accept those 

sorts of terms as a way to end the fighting.” 

 

The conflict in northern Ethiopia is raging even as ethnic massacres, internal fighting and disease outbreaks grip 

other parts of the country. The nation is also in the throes of its worst drought in decades, which has devastated 

crops, killed millions of livestock and left children malnourished. 

 

Ahead of the peace talks scheduled in South Africa, several political and religious leaders urged the warring sides 

to lay down their weapons and allay the suffering of the Ethiopian people. 

 

“I follow the persistent situation of conflict in Ethiopia with trepidation,” Pope Francis said in a tweet. “May the 

efforts of the parties for dialogue lead to a genuine path of reconciliation.” 

 

--Eric Schmitt and Declan Walsh contributed reporting 
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22. France calls for African ‘solidarity’ over Russian invasion 

Agence France-Presse, Oct. 24 (1242) | Not Attributed 

 

France is calling on African nations to show “solidarity” with Europe after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, a French 

minister told a gathering of regional leaders on Monday. 

 

The war has divided Africa, with nearly half of the continent’s countries again abstaining or not voting to condemn 

Moscow’s annexation of more Ukrainian territory at the United Nations on October 13. 

 

Russia’s invasion is “an existential threat to the stability and integrity of our continent”, minister of state at the 

French foreign ministry Chrysoula Zacharopoulou told the Dakar International Forum on Peace and Security. 

 

“This is what all Europeans are living through,” she said. “That’s why we expect solidarity from Africa. 

 

“We can never repeat it enough: Russia is solely responsible for this economic, energy and food crisis,” she told 

the conference, opened by Senegalese President Macky Sall. 

 

The war’s impact has been felt strongly in Africa, where food prices soared as imports notably of cereals and 

fertiliser were restricted. 

 

France and the West in general are often the butt of accusations of neo-colonialism in Africa -- that they try to 

impose policies on local governments or promote their own economic interests. 

 

In Central African Republic and Mali, Russia has built up close ties that have translated into Russian military 

support and waning French clout. 

 

Zacharopoulou assured the meeting that when Paris sends a military mission such as the Barkhane force to fight 

jihadist insurgencies in the Sahel it was not to “substitute” for local armies but to “support” them. 

 

Sall, who is also current head of the African Union, told the conference, “Africa is not against Ukraine. One 

shouldn’t get the impression that Africans are insensitive to the situation in Ukraine. That’s not it at all.” 

 

But, he said, many Africans felt that their own problems, such as security, the economy or health, were being 

ignored. 

 

“Africans say that even while Ukraine is at war, is being invaded, is being attacked, Africa is under permanent 

attack from terrorism,” Sall said. 

 

“This is 2022, this is no longer the colonial period.... so countries, even if they are poor, have equal dignity. Their 

problems have to be handled with respect.” 
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Sall called for an overhaul of international governance, and urged greater African representation on bodies such 

as the UN Security Council and the G20. 
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AIR FORCE 

 

23. How Is the Air Force Doing at Cyber? 

To answer the question, a new task force is working to map the service’s networks 

DefenseOne.com, Oct. 24 (1558) | Lauren C. Williams 

 

Cyber is in virtually everything the Air and Space forces do, from high-flying weapons to barracks thermostats. 

But if you asked how well the department’s cyber efforts were going a year ago, no one person had the answer—

including the services’ then-brand-new principal cyber adviser. 

 

“On day three, the [Air Force] secretary asked me a question: ‘What is the cybersecurity and cyber defense posture 

of the enterprise?’ And he was talking [about] everything: weapon systems, critical infrastructure, our networks, 

our supporting business systems. That’s a huge question,” Wanda Jones-Heath told Defense One. 

 

But it is one of the questions that Congress aimed to help answer when it created the military branches’ principal 

cyber advisor positions in the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act. The advisors are also meant to coordinate 

cybersecurity efforts in the armed services and advocate for spending changes when needed. But one of the more 

basic functions of the role is to be able to answer: What is the cyber status of the systems needed to go to war? 

 

In January, the Air Force created Sentinel Stand, a multi-disciplinary task force led by Jones-Heath and dedicated 

to securing the service’s cyber networks. But first, the group of 100-plus people needed to understand just what 

those networks consisted of. They decided to focus on the most urgent task: mapping out which bases, systems, 

networks, assets, and infrastructure would be necessary to fight a war with China. 

 

“We looked at our critical infrastructure on those particular bases in the Indo-Pacom region. We looked at systems 

that we will need to prosecute the war,” Jones-Heath said, including weapons and operational systems. 

 

Over the next year, Sentinel Stand will work its way through the combatant commands with an eye on mobility 

challenges in the U.S. Transportation Command and U.S. European Command areas of responsibility. 

 

“The first focus was China and the Indo-Pacom region. We do recognize that we have a lot of COCOMS fighting 

in a lot of different spaces,” she said, and the goal is to take that model and “replicate that and get a true picture 

of the rest of the story.” 
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The task force will keep working on cybersecurity and cyber defense posture, she said, while addressing other 

areas, including Space Force needs. 

 

“Our satellites are very old, and…in order to win the war, you have to have space superiority along with air.” 

 

The goal is to find and mitigate problems with systems relied on ahead of a conflict because there isn’t much that 

can be done during a war. For the principal cyber advisor, part of the job is to “certify the adequacy of the 

cyberspace budget and investments” and make sure money is going to the right programs and not wasted on 

duplicated efforts. 

 

Jones-Heath said operational technology, including some smart devices like thermostats, and business systems, 

like the ones that process personnel pay and benefits, will be featured in future budgets as part of cyber defense 

funding. 

 

The Air Force has older thermostats as well as some that are network-connected or “smart”, as are some of the 

gas pipelines that lead into bases. As a result, the service is identifying critical operational technology nodes, 

adding sensors and working to separate them into separate physical networks. 

 

“The adversary will use every possible vulnerability as an attack surface,” she said, noting that it’s crucial to 

understand how those systems connect to the military services’ infrastructure and networks as well as “how the 

adversary could use that to change the way we react to what they’re doing.” 
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24. Hundreds more airmen to receive military awards for Kabul evacuation 

Military Times Online, Oct. 24 (1604) | Rachel S. Cohen 

 

The Air Force plans to present 350 awards in the coming weeks, including more than 100 of the military’s most 

prestigious medals, to airmen who served in Operation Allies Refuge. 

 

It’s the largest batch of awards approved so far to honor the contributions of individual airmen in the U.S.-led 

humanitarian evacuation from Afghanistan in August 2021. More than 124,000 Americans and foreign nationals, 

including 76,000 at-risk Afghans, fled as the Taliban returned to power at the end of the Pentagon’s nearly 20-

year war there. 

 

OAR was the largest noncombatant air evacuation operation in U.S. history, according to the Air Force. 

 

Air Mobility Command said Oct. 21 it will hand out 96 Distinguished Flying Crosses, awarded for extraordinary 

action while in flight, and 12 Bronze Stars, offered for heroic non-flight service while fighting an armed enemy. 

Most of the medals also include signifiers of exceptional valor or combat achievement. 
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Command boss Gen. Mike Minihan will present the first medals at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New 

Jersey, in November. 

 

“This recognition is long overdue for what our heroes did during those historic 17 days,” Minihan said in a press 

release. 

 

Bureaucratic hurdles prevented military leaders from reviewing certain award nominations after Allies Refuge 

Ended in September 2021, the release said. Air Force officials eventually convened to pick the awardees one year 

later. 

 

“We considered the contributions of crews as teams, and in the end, there was no disparity in award determinations 

among members of the same crews,” said Brig. Gen. Gerald Donohue, deputy director of AMC’s strategy and 

planning branch. 

 

Troops have criticized the Air Force in the past for leaving certain airmen out of group award packages because 

of factors like their job title. 

 

All told, more than 4,500 medals have been approved for airmen in the mobility enterprise — those who work 

with cargo or tanker aircraft — who participated in the operation. 

 

“We should have done this last year immediately after the operation, and I recognize our airmen’s frustration with 

the process,” Minihan said of the delayed honors. “We’re making that right.” 

 

Entire units will be recognized for their efforts as well. The 621st Contingency Response Group will receive the 

prestigious Gallant Unit Citation for repairing and running airfield operations amid the chaos at Hamid Karzai 

International Airport in Kabul. 

 

Over the summer, Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, the Pentagon press secretary, announced that all units involved 

in the evacuation — both Operation Allies Refuge and Operation Allies Welcome, the subsequent resettlement 

effort — will be awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation or its equivalent. 

 

President Joe Biden has also directed Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin to review all units that were present at the 

Kabul airport from Aug. 15-30, 2021, to determine whose actions have earned them the Presidential Unit Citation 

or other award. 

 

“This is about taking care of our airmen, and there is still more to be done,” Minihan added. 
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SPACE FORCE 

 

25. Give JADC2 to Space Force, along with ASAT weapons – Mitchell report 

‘We may say that we don’t want to, and we stand behind not doing, kinetic debris creating testing, but that does 

not mean that we should not have that capability,’ said Mitchell Institute Senior Fellow for Spacepower Studies 

Tim Ryan 

BreakingDefense.com, Oct. 24 (1258) | Theresa Hitchens 

 

WASHINGTON -- The Defense Department needs centralized management of its ambitious Joint All Domain 

Command and Control (JADC2), and the Space Force should be given that responsibility because of the 

“indispensable role” space capabilities play in linking sensors to shooters, asserts a new policy paper by the 

Mitchell Institute. 

 

“Congress should reinforce the authority of the Chief of Space Operations as the Space Force design architect by 

ensuring the service has the primary responsibility of overseeing the integration of the entire JADC2 system,” the 

paper recommends. “This authority should include bounding requirements and establishing standards for 

incorporating machine learning, optical communications, cyber and crypto security, software-defined networks, 

and distributed computing capabilities for JADC2 across all of DOD.” 

 

Ownership of JADC2 has been something of a hot potato within the Defense Department, as each military service 

is pursuing their own programs to contribute to the effort but there’s little overall coordination beyond a cross-

functional team at the Joint Staff level. 

 

More controversially, according to author Tim Ryan, the service must be funded to develop new space-based 

weapons — and even, he suggested, direct ascent anti-satellite (ASAT) missiles that the Biden administration has 

eschewed — to “defend” the satellites in multiple orbits, from the Space Development Agency’s planned data 

transport satellites in low Earth orbit (LEO) to the military satellite communications birds in geosynchronous 

orbit (GEO). 

 

“The administration has come out and said: ‘Listen, we do not support kinetic a ASAT testing that is debris 

creating,” Ryan, who is a Mitchell senior fellow for spacepower studies, said in a webinar today to explain the 

paper’s findings. “[W]e need to explore the norms in space, and that is all fine. …. We may say that we don’t 

want to, and we stand behind not doing, kinetic debris creating testing, but that does not mean that we should not 

have that capability.” 

 

The paper, “The Indispensable Domain: The Critical Role of Space in JADC2,” thus recommends that “Congress 

must approve robust resourcing to enable the Space Force to deliver enhanced space domain awareness and to 

develop space-based weapons systems that are specifically designed to defend the JADC2 space transport layer 

against kinetic and non-kinetic acts of aggression.” 
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The paper contends that space systems have become the foundational element in fighting and winning a major 

war with peer adversaries such as China and Russia. 

 

“Warfighting in the space domain will determine the outcome of future conflicts. The reason for this is simple: 

success in war will go to the side that possesses superior battlespace knowledge, makes better decisions, directs 

forces more effectively, and closes kill chains faster. Technologies on orbit are pivotal in securing this advantage, 

especially when it comes to sensors and connectivity,” the paper states. 

 

JADC2 is the Pentagon’s vision for reaching those goals by “getting relevant information to each warfighter at 

the right time to achieve the desired effects, all at a global scale,” the paper continues. “Space-based technologies 

will prove essential for manifesting this capability — especially when it comes to space-based sensors and 

communication links, called the transport layer.” 

 

SDA’s Transport Layer is being developed via rapidly launching batches of satellites to LEO every two years 

with incrementally improved capabilities to relay data from current satellites to weapons platforms on the ground, 

at sea, and in the air — as well as to bounce data from satellite to satellite via hard-to-jam optical inter-satellite 

links so it can be downloaded to users anywhere on the globe. 

 

Ryan fretted that the Space Force currently doesn’t have any plans, much less a budget for providing “backup” to 

the Transport Layer. 

 

“Sensor nodes on orbit and the space Transport Layer must be hardened, be deployed in a proliferative network 

system and undertake system resiliency measures to include rapid reconstitution,” he said. 

 

Brad Tousley, vice president of strategy and technology at Raytheon Intelligence and Space, told the webinar that 

two possibilities for providing alternate data relay pathways would be putting some Transport Layer satellites in 

different orbits, and shifting to commercial satellite communications networks. 

 

“From a physics perspective, you can leverage capabilities across all orbits, and I think that’s the right thing to 

do. Second, from a backup standpoint, there’s going to be a huge amount of commercial capability that has been 

launched, is being launched, is going to be launched,” he said. 

 

Ryan acknowledged that his eight recommendations — which also include DoD funding for other services to 

defend space assets and for beefing up space domain awareness — will not be easy or cheap. 

 

“There’s no doubt it’ll be an expensive and complex program. But the opportunity cost of ignoring the threat, and 

overall impact of US forces and warfighting capabilities, is far greater. It is cheaper to do it right the first time, 

and there is no second chance,” he said. 
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MARINE CORPS 

 

26. What new injury, performance data tells us about Marine boot camp 

Marine Corps Times Online, Oct. 24 (1729) | Hope Hodge Seck 

 

A first-of-its kind study of Marine Corps boot camp shows different patterns in musculoskeletal injury rates and 

training progression for male and female troops. It also suggests possible training changes that might improve 

outcomes and lower drop rates. 

 

Marine Corps leaders, however, say they’re still considering a way forward as they absorb study results. 

 

The 739-page study, led by University of Pittsburgh’s Warrior Human Performance Research Center, was 

commissioned by the Marine Corps in a $2 million contract in 2020. 

 

The Marine Corps was responding to a new congressional mandate to adopt a gender-integrated training model 

at both of its recruit depots, and the study largely focuses on interviews with recruits, new Marines and drill 

instructors. 

 

A vast trove of biometric data, however, collected from Polar Grit X watches, saliva samples and thorough 

tracking logs, provides unprecedented insights into the physical experience of recruits in the 13-week boot camp 

training cycle. 

 

The data also suggests fitness and training differences between male and female units that may lead to disparate 

outcomes. 

 

Researchers collected injury data from Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, South Carolina, for a gender-

integrated company, made of female and male platoons training together, and a series track consisting of male 

and female-only companies. 

 

Data from a male-only recruit company was collected from Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego, which had 

no female recruits until 2021. 

 

Between male and female recruits, certain differences were dramatic. 

 

Among the 98 female recruits in the series track, nearly 60% sustained at least one injury during training. Among 

the 95 male recruits, the injury rate was only about 30%. 
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In the integrated company cohort, the injury rate was lower across the board: about 25% for the 85 women, and 

13% for the 106 men. 

 

The male-only company had a reported injury rate of about 14%. 

 

While lower body injuries were most common for male and female recruits by a substantial margin, women in 

both cohorts reported a higher rate of upper-body and torso injuries. 

 

For female recruits in the integrated company, about half of injuries were in the torso, compared to 12.5% for 

males. Across the board, the most frequently injured body part for women was the hip, and for men, the knee. 

 

One data point suggests just how much injury rates can be influenced by factors not fully captured by the research 

team, from fitness prior to boot camp to how a particular series training evolution was conducted. 

 

For women in the series track, 23 injuries ― about a quarter of the boot camp total ― were sustained during 

various parts of the intense concluding exercise known as “the Crucible.” For female recruits in the integrated 

company, zero injuries were sustained during the Crucible. 

 

For the study’s authors, the data shows that injury rates can be mitigated, and it’s up to the Marine Corps to 

develop ways to do that. 

 

“Previous research has shown female military personnel who perform at the same levels of fitness as their male 

peers can be expected to experience similar levels of injury,” they wrote. “Further investigation of the risk factors 

for and strategies for prevention of musculoskeletal injuries among female Marine Corps recruits is 

recommended.” 

 

Stress levels 

 

The fitness tracker data and assessments of recruits’ cortisol, or stress, levels through saliva collection 

underscored boot camp’s intensity. 

 

On average, all recruits covered about 14 kilometers, or nine miles, per day and burned 4,000 calories. They 

logged an average of six hours of sleep per night. 

 

Stress levels for both men and women were high over the course of boot camp in all cohorts, and stayed elevated, 

even when training load was decreased. 

 

While female recruits experienced higher cortisol levels than male counterparts, the study’s authors said that 

difference may be explained by some women’s use of oral contraceptives, which affect stress response. 
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For the study, recruits were subjected to a series of performance tests at week two and week 11 of boot camp to 

show their capacity for power and force. These included a countermovement jump, or jumping “as high and as 

fast as possible” for three reps; and an isometric mid-thigh pull, where recruits pulled with all their strength on a 

special steel apparatus for two five-second reps. 

 

While peak force remained relatively consistent for all groups from week two to week 11, every group performed 

worse on peak power performance in the second test. Researchers attributed this to muscle fatigue and exhaustion; 

week 11 data was collected about a day after recruits finished the Crucible. 

 

While men outperformed women in force and power at levels consistent with known physiological parameters, 

researchers found gender disparities might have been made more pronounced due to a workload progression not 

designed for resilience. 

 

“As the Marine Corps considers options for optimizing gender integration, recruit performance and injury data 

from this study suggest an opportunity to revise the training structure to be more scientifically and physiologically 

sound to enhance performance, reduce injury, and improve retention during the training process,” the study’s 

authors wrote. “This can be done without sacrificing the desired stress placed on the recruit to make Marines, as 

demonstrated by the maintained stress response throughout training, even when training load was reduced. 

Instead, proper progression would likely mitigate injury to otherwise very capable recruits.” 

 

A focus on proper exercise progression, “often absent” in training, according to the study, would improve 

outcomes for both female and male recruits, the authors found. 

 

And, they said, it would also result in healthier and more effective Marines in the fleet. 

 

“The return on investment would also improve during new Marines’ successful transition to the next phase of 

their military career after recruit training,” they wrote. “When considered in the context of the sociological 

findings, there appears to be an achievable and effective path forward to enhance the climate of success the Marine 

Corps has established over its existence.” 

 

In the series track, female recruits dropped out of training at a lower rate, 13.3%, than their male counterparts, 

21.1%. In the integrated company, the rate was slightly higher, 30.6% to 22.6%. The male-only cohort had a drop 

rate of 10.5%. 

 

Attrition, or involuntary training drops, were less common for women in both cohorts: 2% for female recruits in 

the series track compared to 5.3% of men, and 3.5% in the integrated company compared to 8.5% of men. In the 

male-only cohort, 5.5% of recruits attrited. 
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Researchers noted that women who attrited reported a “significantly lower quantity of baseline strength training 

physical activity” prior to boot camp, a finding that indicated a strength training program prior to shipping may 

lower attrition rates. 

 

The study recommended a periodized approach to physical training with a greater emphasis on progression and 

proper technique, and further investigation of the association between strength training and resilience scores in 

female recruits and their attrition rates. 

 

It also called for a probe into the causes of hip injuries in female recruits and the development of customized 

injury mitigation programs. 

 

The commander of Marine Corps Training and Education Command, Lt. Gen. Kevin Iiams, told Marine Corps 

Times in a late September interview that the Corps already has taken steps to space out boot camp training hikes 

and seen recruit attrition decrease as a result. 

 

Col. Howard “Chip” Hall, the chief of staff at Training Command and the Marine Corps’ liaison for the study, 

said the service’s Human Performance Branch was now closely examining its findings and determining what 

training adjustments could be standardized. 

 

Marine leaders want to keep monitoring performance metrics through wearable tech and other measures, and Hall 

said they’re especially concerned about making sure the recruit training experience remains standard across the 

board ― although the existence of the different cohorts and their disparate outcomes shows that training is far 

from standardized now. 

 

It’s now yet clear which study recommendations the Marine Corps might adopt or when it may do so. 

 

“Our plates are pretty full,” Iiams said. “So there’s not a timeline, but we’re moving as fast as we can.” 
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27. U.S. Military to Begin Draining Pearl Harbor Pipelines 

Associated Press, Oct. 25 (0008) | Audrey McAvoy 

 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- The U.S. military said Monday it’s ready to begin draining 

1 million gallons (3.79 million liters) of fuel from three pipelines as part of an initial step toward closing a World 

War II-era fuel storage facility that leaked petroleum into Pearl Harbor’s tap water last year. 

 



 

 

 

   

 -64-   

The pipelines run about 3 miles (4.83 kilometers) from the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility in the mountains 

above Pearl Harbor down to the military base. 

 

Starting Tuesday, the military will spend six days draining the pipelines one by one. Fuel is expected to move 

through the pipes for a total of 12 hours during the six days. 

 

The fuel has been sitting in the pipes since the military suspended use of the Red Hill facility last year after it 

leaked petroleum into a drinking water well serving 93,000 people in and around Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

 

Nearly 6,000 people, mostly military personnel and their families, sought medical attention for rashes, sores, 

nausea and other ailments after drinking and bathing with the contaminated water. 

 

Shortly after, the state Department of Health ordered the military to drain fuel from Red Hill and shut the facility 

down. The military says 104 million gallons remain in the tanks themselves. It aims to remove this fuel by July 

2024 after it makes necessary repairs to be able to drain the tanks safely. 

 

Navy Rear Adm. John Wade, the commander of Joint Task Force Red Hill, said the state Department of Health 

and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reviewed and approved the military’s plan to drain the pipelines. 

A third-party contractor also checked the plans, he said. 

 

The most dangerous aspect of draining the pipelines is the potential for fuel to spill and enter the aquifer, Wade 

told reporters as a news conference. 

 

“So everything that we’ve done, every focus of effort for the planning and the rehearsals has been focused on 

mitigating any chance of a spill,” he said. 

 

The Red Hill facility sits just 100 feet (30 meters) above one of Honolulu’s most important drinking water 

aquifers. 

 

Hawaii officials are concerned that last year’s spill contaminated the aquifer and are worried that any future spills 

would also pollute the aquifer, which normally supplies more than 20% of the water consumed in Honolulu. 

 

Wade said representatives from the Department of Health and the EPA will be on hand while military drains the 

pipelines. 

 

Task force members trained individually and as groups on how to respond if fuel spills while the pipelines are 

being drained, he said. 

 

A Navy investigation found a series of mistakes over the course of six months caused last year’s spill. 
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It found operator error caused a pipe to rupture on May 6, 2021 when fuel was being transferred between tanks. 

This caused 21,000 gallons (80,000 liters) of fuel to spill. Most of it flowed into a fire suppression line and sat 

there for six months, causing the line to sag. 

 

Then on Nov. 20, a cart rammed into the sagging line, releasing 20,000 gallons (75,700 liters) of fuel. A team 

thought they recovered all of this fuel, but they missed about 5,000 gallons (19,000 liters). Fuel they missed 

flowed into a French drain and from there into the drinking water well. 

 

Fuel from the three pipelines will go to above-ground storage tanks and fuel barges which will then supply Air 

Force jets and Navy ships at the base, officials said. 
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28. Pearl Harbor Base Says Water Is Safe to Drink After Water Main Fix 

Military.com, Oct. 24 (1630) | Konstantin Toropin 

 

The leaders of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, say that the base has recovered from its latest water crisis 

after a base-wide boil advisory was lifted Friday. 

 

The base’s commander, Capt. Mark Sohaney, said in a letter posted on Facebook dated Friday that the latest round 

of tests “showed no bacteria present in your water system,” leading him to lift the last remaining restriction that 

followed a large break in a water main on Oct. 14. 

 

The break, which was followed by a series of smaller ruptures, led not only to the boil advisory but the shuttering 

of many base services, with the installation telling some workers to stay home in an effort to conserve water. 

 

In the days following the break, Sohaney told the public that he expected repairs to take 7 to 10 days. While those 

repairs were underway, the base began to open some facilities such as child development centers and fitness 

facilities. 

 

On Oct. 19, the Navy announced that the original 36-inch water main break had been repaired but that those on 

base shouldn’t use water without boiling it first until testing could be done. Sohaney’s letter noted that the latest 

test results -- the ones that prompted him to finally lift the boil advisory on Friday -- were reviewed and certified 

by Hawaii’s Department of Health. 

 

Aside from snarling life on base for service members and families, the water main break also caused delays in 

plans to start removing fuel from the now-shuttered Red Hill fuel storage facility. 

 

The massive fuel holding depot spilled large amounts of fuel into the same base’s water last fall, likely sickening 

nearly 2,000 residents and forcing hundreds to seek medical treatment. 
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The Navy originally planned to begin removing the nearly 1 million gallons of fuel from the facility on Oct. 17, 

but the water main break pushed that to Oct. 25, according to a press release from the task force overseeing the 

project. 

 

With the water system now repaired, the base also announced it would halt handing out bottled water, though 

Sohaney noted in a brief video posted Friday that he was keeping the response center and informational phone 

lines running through the weekend. 
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29. Fort Bragg Just Finished Moving over 1,000 Soldiers from Moldy Barracks 

Military.com, Oct. 24 (1425) | Steve Beynon 

 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, has finished relocating 1,189 soldiers from half-century-old buildings that have been 

infested with mold for years, the service announced late Friday. 

 

The move took nearly two months longer than anticipated, and roughly half of the soldiers moved were granted 

a housing allowance to live off base, something that is usually reserved for married troops. The evacuation of the 

moldy barracks was a messy and largely unprecedented move by garrison planners, who had to find room for so 

many soldiers quickly without disrupting Army operations. 

 

The relocation took place only after the rough living conditions became a point of focus for senior service leaders 

and garnered media attention. The moves will likely impact base operations for years, with soldiers scattered 

across Fort Bragg instead of in centralized locations with their units, while roughly 570 soldiers who moved off 

base will add to car traffic. 

 

It’s unclear what impact those extra troops renting will have on the real estate market in Fayetteville, the town 

surrounding the base, which is already experiencing a stretched affordable housing market. 

 

“I would like to commend all leaders but especially our senior NCOs’ efforts, which enabled us to accomplish 

this monumental effort in short order. It was not easy, but we wanted to ensure we did this right in order to best 

care of our Soldiers,” Maj. Gen. Brian Mennes, the XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg deputy commanding 

general, said in a press release. “We understood that all residential moves are significant to the soldier so our 

guiding principle was to take care of our people throughout this process and not cause undue hardship due to the 

move.” 

 

Military installations rarely have excess barracks and finding spare rooms was a significant issue for garrison 

planners. When the decision was made to find new homes for the soldiers, an internal count of beds available on 

base showed about 3,000, but that number fell to 700 when planners started to confirm availability. 

 



 

 

 

   

 -67-   

That difficulty finding space is likely to prevent moving so many soldiers out of moldy barracks from becoming 

standard practice in the force, given the lack of extra space at most bases, though some officials from other 

installations have reached out to Fort Bragg about the logistics behind the move. Many barracks in the Army’s 

inventory, particularly in the South, suffer from mold issues, some potentially even worse than Fort Bragg. A 

Military.com investigation in September found the barracks at Fort Stewart, Georgia, are also in disarray, with 

the walls of some buildings effectively painted with mold. 

 

Command Sgt. Maj. Quentin Fenderson, the 3rd Infantry Division’s top enlisted leader, told Military.com in a 

September interview that he did not see the need to remove his soldiers from those buildings. 

 

After leadership was made aware of Military.com’s investigation on the conditions at Fort Stewart, the garrison 

held a mandatory class to teach noncommissioned officers how to identify and clean mold. After the story was 

published, the Army initiated a service-wide inspection of all of its facilities, set to be complete by Nov. 18. 

 

The issues at Bragg and Stewart are partly attributable to the way they were constructed in the 1970s, with poor 

ventilation and outdated air conditioning that is prone to leaking and expensive and complicated to repair, service 

leaders have said. Soldiers are also not trained to properly mitigate or treat mold issues, though they are routinely 

expected to do so. 

 

The surge of attention on mold issues can be traced back to July, when a senior noncommissioned officer raised 

concerns to Army Secretary Christine Wormuth on the mold infestations at Smoke Bomb Hill barracks on Fort 

Bragg. That complaint followed a smaller relocation effort at the base in 2020, but the mold issues go back 

decades, according to multiple veterans interviewed by Military.com, which was first to detail the scale of the 

poor living conditions. 

 

After the complaint to Wormuth, the barracks were inspected by Gen. Edward Daly, head of Army Materiel 

Command, and later Sergeant Major of the Army Michael Grinston. Leaders at Fort Bragg, home of the famed 

82nd Airborne Division and Special Forces, faulted outdated tracking software and told the press in August that 

it was difficult to see the scope of the mold issues on post. 

 

Both Wormuth and Grinston have made quality-of-life issues one of the top priorities of their tenure, but major 

shifts have been halted by federal bureaucracy. The service has secured $10 billion from Congress to be spent on 

barracks construction and renovation over the next decade. Twelve Smoke Bomb Hill barracks are set to be 

demolished next year, roughly five years ahead of schedule. But a $115 million project for new living quarters at 

Fort Bragg and renovations of five others could take the rest of the decade to finish. 

 

At Fort Stewart, new barracks projects won’t be completed until 2035. 
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30. Fort Stewart crews search for cause of mold growth at the base as reports of barracks outbreaks soar 

Stars and Stripes Online, Oct. 24 (1845) | Corey Dickstein 

 

ATLANTA -- Mold reports in barracks rooms at Fort Stewart skyrocketed in the weeks since thousands of the 

installation’s soldiers returned to the coastal Georgia Army post after a rapid deployment to Europe, forcing 

officials there to take a more intense look at what is causing the spike in fungus growth. 

 

Since late July, soldiers at Fort Stewart and its smaller offshoot Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah have filed 

some 1,063 work orders for mold growth in barracks rooms, according to data provided by post officials. In the 

previous nine months, only about 120 such mold reports were filed to Fort Stewart’s Public Works directorate, 

the data showed. 

 

That rapid increase in mold reports — amid southeast Georgia’s swampy summer months — convinced Fort 

Stewart leaders to take a “more methodical approach” to dealing with the problem, said Bill McGovern, a public 

works technical engineer at Fort Stewart. 

 

“Instead of simply going and cleaning up the mold, now we’re assessing what was the root cause of the mold 

colonization or infestation, [and] we’re using … better cleaners,” McGovern, who leads Fort Stewart’s mold 

response teams, said Friday. “All of that, and really focusing on the education aspect of it for barracks managers, 

facilities managers, our mold team — getting [away from] ‘This is how we’ve always done this,’ and moving to, 

‘This is how we’re going to educate people and use simple problem-solving steps to go ahead and get to the root 

cause and treat more than just the symptoms.’” 

 

Mold reports flooded into DPW as thousands of soldiers from the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team of the 3rd 

Infantry Division filed back to Fort Stewart beginning in early August after their near no-notice emergency 

deployment to Europe after Russia invaded Ukraine in late February, McGovern said. Many of those soldiers 

returned to rooms filled with mold, which grew unchecked in their empty rooms while they were away, he 

admitted. 

 

McGovern pledged Fort Stewart officials would work harder in the future to enter unoccupied rooms — including 

those of soldiers deployed overseas or for training throughout the U.S. — more often to check for mold growth. 

Ideally, he said, someone would enter those rooms every three to four days. The installation has also begun 

outfitting rooms on the installation with portable dehumidifiers, placing more than 2,500 in rooms so far, he said. 

 

Mold growth in barracks at Fort Stewart have made national headlines in recent weeks as soldiers shared photos 

on popular social media platforms of moldy barracks walls, ceilings and personal belongings, spurring 3rd 

Infantry Division officials last month to declare a mold stand-down day for several units to discuss soldiers’ 

moldy barracks rooms. While the issue has garnered Fort Stewart media attention, officials there said the issue 

was not on the scale of the moldy barracks at Fort Bragg, N.C., where officials made a sudden decision in the 

summer to condemn 13 aging barracks buildings and to move the roughly 1,200 soldiers living in them. 
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Barracks issues have the attention of the service’s top leaders, Army Sec. Christine Wormuth has insisted multiple 

times in recent weeks. She pledged last month to boost the Army’s about $1 billion annual barracks budget for 

new construction, renovations and annual upkeep, admitting the service had underinvested in its barracks for 

years. 

 

This month, Wormuth ordered Army-wide inspections of all its barracks and offices spaces worldwide for 

problems including mold. Fort Stewart officials have begun preparations to carry out Wormuth’s orders, said Lt. 

Col. Matt Fontaine, a spokesman for the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, which is headquartered at Fort Stewart. 

 

On Friday, Peter Hoffman, the civilian aid to the Army secretary for coastal Georgia, toured one of Fort Stewart’s 

barracks where mold problems have been reported. Hoffman, a retired Army colonel, said he was pleased with 

the mold response efforts that he saw Friday and would report to Wormuth with his observations and 

recommendations. 

 

“It’s not an easy solution. It’s not an easy fix,” Hoffman told reporters after visiting the barracks. “We have old 

barracks, we have weather here in this region that would lead to mold growth. And so it has to be taken care of in 

a number of ways, and [I] saw today that, that is just what’s happening here.” 

 

Fort Bragg completed its efforts last week to remove the 1,200 soldiers formerly living in its condemned 1970s-

era Smoke Bomb Hill barracks, which will now be torn down or refurbished during the coming years. However, 

Fort Stewart has not moved any soldiers out of any mold-infested rooms on post, Fontaine said Friday. 

 

Like Fort Bragg, most of Fort Stewart’s mold problems have occurred in 1970s-era buildings known as Volunteer 

Army barracks, or VOLAR, which included dated designs and infrastructure that do not meet current service 

building standards. Those VOLAR buildings on Fort Stewart are scheduled to be renovated during the next 

decade, according to Col. Manny Ramirez, Fort Stewart’s garrison commander. Installation officials have also 

sought additional funds in the coming years to build new barracks buildings, Ramirez said. 

 

Since the Sept. 12 mold stand down, DPW mold teams have found 667 cases in barracks rooms, remedied 515, 

and 152 cases remain open, according to the Fort Stewart data. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield have about 

6,700 barracks rooms, of which about 5,700 are occupied, Fontaine said. 

 

None of the rooms in which soldiers were living had reached the worst levels of mold contamination — a Level 

3 outbreak with more than 25 square feet of mold growth, McGovern said. Most of the rooms were categorized 

as Level 1 mold growth, meaning they had less than 10 square feet of mold spread, he said. The rest of the 

occupied rooms at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield were classified as Level 2 contaminations, with 10 to 

25 square feet of mold growth. 
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McGovern said most Level 1 growth can be handled by soldiers, who have been given brief courses on mold 

remediation, which advises the use of hydrogen peroxide to kill small amounts of mold. In all, Fort Stewart has 

identified 10 cases of Level 3 growths in barracks rooms, which have all occurred in empty rooms, he said. 

 

“It’s a very small population that gets to the [Level 3],” McGovern said. “We’ve been very fortunate. We have 

not had an occupied room get up to that Level 3 — they’ve all been unoccupied rooms. It’s important we get into 

those unoccupied rooms to see [because] if they’re left unattended, they will probably be a Level 1, 2, 3 fairly 

quickly.” 

 

The key is to stop mold growth as quickly as possible and fix any infrastructure or other problems that contribute, 

like leaky pipes or problems with heating, air conditioning and ventilation systems, he said. 

 

Hoffman said his visit Friday alleviated some concerns that he had developed since Fort Stewart mold issues 

began making headlines last month, noting the Army had been dealing with such problems since he entered the 

service in the 1990s. He expressed confidence in leaderships’ response to the issue and endorsed officials’ pledges 

to find long-term solutions to moldy barracks rooms. 

 

“Walking through the barracks, it’s clear that we probably underinvested in our barracks over a long period of 

time, and that’s being addressed over the coming years — there’s going to be a lot more investment, significant 

investment in fixing the barracks, but that’s not going to happen overnight,” Hoffman said. “And in the meantime, 

everything that [I] saw today is going to help make sure the soldiers are taken care of and living in a safe and 

healthy environment.” 

RETURN TO TOP 

 

NOTABLE COMMENTARY 

 

31. Uncle Sam Wants You for a Military Job That Matters 

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 25 (0200), Pg. A15 | Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth, Secretary of the Air 

Force Frank Kendall and Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del Toro 

 

An all-volunteer military has defended the U.S. for nearly 50 years. America’s soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines 

and guardians stand shoulder to shoulder with allies and partners to defeat tyranny, prevent war and defend the 

freedom that allows democracy and prosperity to thrive. 
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As the U.S. refocuses on rising challenges from China and Russia, the armed forces are confronting a generational 

recruiting shortfall. As global threats loom, our respective services face a shrinking pool of qualified and willing 

applicants. Military communities are increasingly isolated. A strong U.S. job market in which there are nearly 

two open positions for every person seeking work increases the difficulty of attracting recruits. But the nation 

needs defending, even when the job market is historically strong. 

 

As the civilian leaders of the Army, Navy and Air Force, we join to ask every young American to consider serving 

in the U.S. military. If you seek a life of purpose and passion, if you hope to invest your talents in a cause bigger 

than yourself, if you want to belong to a community of people who also choose to serve, you can find that 

connection and more in the armed forces. 

 

This is an exciting time to serve. Since the end of the draft gave way to the all-volunteer military in 1973, new 

technologies have emerged that shape how we engage with those who seek to do us harm. Today more than ever, 

the armed forces need data scientists, coders and engineers as much as we need pilots, submariners and infantry. 

If you join, you’ll get the chance to change lives, use technology and develop skills that the private sector can’t 

match. You’ll serve in every part of the world, protecting freedom and responding to crises with the skills to make 

a difference. Our goal is to recruit and build a force that looks like America, and so we are working to strengthen 

and support diversity, equity and inclusion for all who serve. Whether you serve three years or 20 years, there are 

ample opportunities for tailored professional and personal development. You’ll do work that matters. 

 

We know that there are misperceptions about the military that might keep people from joining. We are providing 

unparalleled training and educational opportunities for our service members and investing billions of dollars in 

housing and quality of life, while also changing policies that are more in step with what this generation has come 

to expect from the best institutions. We are finding new ways to help young Americans meet our necessarily high 

standards. 

 

To do all these things, we are counting on policy makers, schools, religious institutions, and families to reinforce 

the importance of service and the opportunities it provides. Members of Congress, we ask for your support as we 

work on solutions to the recruiting challenge. We ask civic leaders and educators to open your communities to 

active-duty military and veterans, especially in places where we haven’t adequately invested in the past. To 

parents and families, we ask that you give us the opportunity to share all that we’re doing to make the military 

even more of a place for the next generation to grow and thrive, including our unprecedented commitment to 

making the military a place where all who serve can be free from harassment, discrimination or abuse. 

 

To our veterans, we ask that you tell your stories of service to the greatest nation in the world. Most of all, we ask 

young Americans to join us -- and to write your own stories of service to our nation. 

 

The military can and must do more to recruit and retain America’s finest, but we need America behind us. We 

must ask ourselves how we can help ensure that there is a new generation able and inspired to carry on the nation’s 

proud, selfless and distinguished legacy of service. You can write your own story of service to the country. 
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--Ms. Wormuth, Mr. Kendall and Mr. Del Toro are, respectively, secretary of the Army, Air Force and Navy 
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32. Resist the Russians 

Washington Post, Oct. 25 (0115), Pg. A24 | Editorial 

 

It’s no surprise that the Kremlin would try to divert attention from its failures in Ukraine toward a new story about 

Kyiv’s purported plans to detonate a radioactive “dirty bomb.” Transparent disinformation, Moscow’s tale might 

be intended to serve as a pretext for its own first strike with unconventional weaponry. More likely, it is another 

attempt to play on the West’s fears of nuclear war, the goal of which, according to the Institute for the Study of 

War, a think tank that tracks the conflict, is “to slow or suspend Western military aid to Ukraine and possibly 

weaken the NATO alliance.” 

 

Russian President Vladimir Putin guessed right that Western solidarity with Ukraine would be crucial; he has 

consistently guessed wrong about the willingness of Kyiv’s friends to stay the course, despite the costs of doing 

so. As Mr. Putin has no doubt noticed, however, there are incipient fissures in that united front, including - 

ominously - signs of a split within the Republican Party over U.S. aid to Ukraine, which has totaled $54 billion 

since the war began in February. Rank-and-file GOP voters, possibly influenced by messaging from former 

president Donald Trump and Fox News’s Tucker Carlson, are warming to the idea that U.S. aid is a waste of 

money better spent on domestic problems. A September Pew Research poll found that a significant minority of 

Republicans - 32 percent - say the United States is providing “too much” aid, up from 9 percent in March. Small 

wonder 57 GOP members of the House and 11 GOP senators voted no on a $40 billion package in May. Trump-

endorsed Republican candidates for Senate in Arizona, Nevada, New Hampshire and Ohio have disparaged aid 

for Ukraine, as have several House candidates. Republican Joe Kent, running for Congress in a historically red 

district in Washington state, has tweeted: “No aid to Ukraine unless they are at the [negotiating] table.” 

 

If indeed the Republicans take one or both chambers of Congress in the midterm elections, it will be up to their 

leadership to contain isolationist sentiment and work with President Biden and other Democrats on aid for 

Ukraine. Unfortunately, potential speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said last week that next year 

“people are going to be sitting in a recession and they’re not going to write a blank check to Ukraine.” Mr. 

McCarthy - who voted for the May bill - modified that remark slightly later, noting that he supports “making sure 

that we move forward to defeat Russia.” Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell countered Mr. McCarthy by 

calling for “expedited” aid. To his credit, Mr. McConnell has been a strong supporter of a robust U.S. response 

to Russian aggression in Europe, based on the succinct, and apt, rationale that it is an investment in vital U.S. 

interests: “The future of America’s security and core strategic interests will be shaped by the outcome of this 

fight. Anyone concerned about the cost of supporting a Ukrainian victory should consider the much larger cost 

should Ukraine lose.” 
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The GOP’s mixed signals are music to Mr. Putin’s ears. Also unhelpful, in its own way, was Monday’s letter 

from a group of 30 progressive House Democrats to Mr. Biden, urging the president to open direct cease-fire 

negotiations with Moscow. The Democrats, unlike Mr. Biden’s critics in the GOP, said they want to “pair” this 

new diplomatic push with continued aid; there is no moral equivalence between the two parties in that regard. 

Still, Russia is all too likely to advertise the progressives’ letter, which includes the suggestion that ending the 

war would help ease high gas prices, as evidence of flagging U.S. resolve. The White House politely but firmly 

rebuffed the idea, as it should have. This is no time to go wobbly - and that goes for lawmakers in both parties. 
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33. What the U.S. must do to confront an increasingly aggressive China 

Stopping a regime hellbent on No. 1 superpower status 

Washington Times Online, Oct. 24 (1513) | Rep. Lisa McClain (R-MI) 

 

For far too long, the United States has sat back and watched the Chinese Communist Party rise with unchecked 

power. Whether it’s steamrolling Hong Kong, buying influence in developing countries, or taking space 

exploration to a new level, China is in a state of endless preparation and acquisition. 

 

The problem for the U.S. is that we have been caught flat-footed as the CCP rises and we fail to grasp the future 

consequences of our own inaction. It is high time we answer the aggression of China and understand that every 

move they make is calculated and strategic in nature. 

 

Let’s take, for example, the CCP’s recent purchases of American farmland. Beijing has already swallowed up 

more than 3% of farm real estate in the U.S. and will conceivably go after more. But what should sound the alarm 

is their activity in North Dakota. The CCP bought a property just north of Grand Forks, which just so happens to 

neighbor Grand Forks Air Force Base. It does not take a rocket scientist to figure out the strategy behind 

purchasing this land and the endless national security consequences that may come from it. 

 

There is also the overwhelming hostility China has leveled at Taiwan. When U.S. lawmakers have taken 

diplomatic trips to our friend and democratic ally Taiwan, the response from Beijing has been military 

provocations and the launching of missiles over the Pacific island. This is simply unacceptable, and it is setting 

the stage for warfare if China decides to invade. 

 

When looking at China’s recent aggressive acts, one can connect the dots to the impending economic and 

demographic collapse that the CCP is facing. We know their draconian one-child policy has backfired and is 

causing a population decline that will wreak havoc on the economic prowess and productivity of this communist 

country. Similar trends are clear across Europe as well, but we must take China more seriously. This is a regime 

hellbent on No. 1 superpower status, and they have been maneuvering to attain that for decades. 

 

This all raises the question of what the United States can do in response. 
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First and foremost, we must stop cozying up to President Xi Jinping as he moves against the West and its allies. 

That means ending reliance on China and ensuring that America is equipped to bring back business rather than 

continuing to outsource it. Next, we should end our critical mineral reliance on China, which is fueling their 

technological production, and instead look to mining and drilling for the resources here in the United States. 

 

Our allies will thank us when we export to them rather than forcing them to deal with aggressors that are within 

striking distance of their homeland. Finally, we need to stand by our friends overseas that are staring down the 

barrel of Chinese attacks. That includes Taiwan, Hong Kong, and every other free state under imminent threat. 

 

Let me conclude and make something very clear: The CCP is no friend to the United States or those around the 

world who cherish freedom. That is why we need to respond, and while these ideas are not going to solve every 

problem we have with China, they are a strong foundation that allows the U.S. to take a first step in the right 

direction. 

 

--Rep. Lisa McClain is a politician serving as the U.S. representative for Michigan’s 10th Congressional District 

since 2021 
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34. Russia’s Ukraine Disaster Exposes China’s Military Weakness 

Beijing knows its own military has much in common with Moscow’s ineffective force 

ForeignPolicy.com (Analysis), Oct. 24 (0928) | Tai Ming Cheung 

 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has stirred fears that China could similarly move on Taiwan. By this logic, shared 

among foreign and security policy thinkers across the American mainstream, Putin’s floundering conquest of the 

eastern European nation on NATO’s doorstep shattered international norms and expanded the policy menu for 

the world’s other leading irredentist strongman, Xi Jinping. 

 

But this line of argument has a fundamental flaw. In Beijing, the conflict in Europe serves not as a green-light for 

China’s military campaign against Taiwan, but as an invaluable opportunity for Chinese war planners to learn 

about their own battlefield vulnerabilities at someone else’s expense. Beijing is not in a state of reckless escalation 

or suicidal. To the contrary, Chinese military planners view their own military capabilities with marked caution, 

and eight months into the war in Ukraine Russia’s serial failures have amounted to a drawn-out approximation of 

what a rash or poorly prepared Chinese campaign in Taiwan might look like. From a strictly military perspective, 

the Ukraine crisis has very likely pushed the timeline for Chinese attack against Taiwan backwards, not forwards. 

 

China’s decades-long military relationship with Russia helps to explain why Chinese leaders see the balance of 

power in the Taiwan Strait with so much circumspection. Russia and China have an extensive if volatile history 

of close military cooperation—the Chinese Communist Party based the organization of the People’s Liberation 

Army (PLA) on the Soviet model and has imported a significant amount of high-end weaponry from Moscow. 

When Chinese leaders see Russia’s tens of thousands of dead or wounded troops over the course of its sputtering 
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campaign in Ukraine, its loss of several thousand fighting vehicles, its inability to achieve battlefield objectives 

that once seemed easily attainable, and the end of its military’s ability to inspire any real fear, they are glimpsing 

a potential catastrophe that has alarming implications for their own security. Chinese leaders fear that if they were 

to go to war against Taiwan and fail to take the island, this would lead to the downfall of the Communist Party. 

 

Economically, China has long leaned westward, towards the rich countries of the democratic world whose demand 

for Chinese goods and resources fueled decades of high-paced economic growth and brought hundreds of millions 

of people out of poverty. But militarily, China has been under an arms embargo from those exact trading partners 

ever since the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown—there is simply too much moral, political, and legal hazard 

for top weapons exporters like the United States, France, or the U.K. to enter into business with Beijing. Russia 

is the only global defense industrial power that is willing to work with Beijing. 

 

In 1989, after the Tiananmen Square crackdown turned China into one of the world’s more isolated regimes, the 

Chinese government appealed to the collapsing Soviet Union for help with its defense sector, reestablishing a 

relationship that had ruptured with the Sino-Soviet split in 1960. In the first five years of the resumption of the 

Chinese-Russian arms trade, China mostly wanted completed weapons systems—full aircraft, ships, artillery 

pieces, and other materiel that could be put to immediate use because of rising tensions in the Taiwan Strait. 

Starting in the mid 1990s, the focus changed, as China realized it had a greater need for specific components and 

subsystems that could be slotted into the increasing number of platforms that the Chinese now built and designed 

themselves. 

 

China also sought to produce Russian systems within its own defense factories. The rising superpower was an 

attractive destination for Russian weapons experts who wanted to escape their post-Soviet homeland’s myriad 

crises, and hundreds of the country’s defense scientists and engineers were recruited into China in the 1990s. 

 

In 1995, Moscow and Beijing signed a license agreement for the assembly and eventual manufacturing of Russia’s 

advanced Su-27 fighter aircraft by the Shenyang Aircraft Corporation. Later, Russia accused China of using the 

agreement as an opportunity to swipe the design of the Su-27, which the Chinese relabelled as the J-11. 

 

Credible evidence of widespread Chinese theft of Russian military technology was not enough though to scuttle 

the dependent defense relationship between the two countries—a sign of how durable the ties between their 

military-industrial complexes have turned out to be, as well as evidence of how few other options for high-level 

arms cooperation both believe they have. 

 

The relationship thrived into the new millennium. China was the world’s leading arms importer between 2003 

and 2007 with a global share of 12 percent of total global purchases, second-largest between 2009 and 2013 with 

a 4.8 percent share, and sixth-largest from 2014 to 2018 with a 4.2 percent share, according to estimates from the 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). The overwhelming majority of these imports came 

from Russia. The PLA even had a specific front company, the China Poly Group Corporation, responsible for 

Russian arms procurement. 
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The SIPRI-reported decline of China’s share of the world arms import market over the first two decades of the 

21st Century reflects the new-found ability of the Chinese defense industry to meet the PLA’s requirements. This 

revival of the military industrial complex has accelerated under Xi Jinping’s rule, who has prioritized indigenous 

defense innovation and self-sufficiency. 

 

Still, the PLA generals in charge of the country’s armaments system see no contradiction between foreign defense 

cooperation and home-grown weapons development. In 2012, Lieutenant General Li Andong, the director of the 

PLA General Armament Department, wrote an article in Chinese Military Industry News urging a ramp-up in 

Chinese defense research while also instructing the country to “grasp opportunities and actively carry out 

international cooperation.” Russia was the prime focus of this foreign “cooperation,” as it continues to be. The 

ties only seemed to deepen: There would be “no forbidden areas” of collaboration between Russia and China 

according to Xi and Putin’s fateful declaration at the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, a euphemism for, among 

other things, an expansion of existing and new joint development of military technology. 

 

Over the past decade, the ties between the two countries have taken on a broader strategic character, as Chinese 

thinkers began to view superpower competition with the US as both an inevitability and the primary existential 

national security challenge. In 2011, analysts affiliated with the PLA Academy of Military Sciences argued that 

“the United States does not want to see big powers like China and Russia to grow stronger,” showing how Chinese 

official thinking linked the strategic horizons of both countries. 

 

Moscow’s military failures in Ukraine raise many awkward issues from a Chinese perspective, especially if the 

two neighbors really are destined to be erstwhile allies in a long-term struggle with the United States. Russia’s 

air force has been conspicuously absent over Ukraine, and its high-end ground weaponry has been either 

unimpressive or completely irrelevant on the battlefield—the Russian military has gained what little ground it 

could only by obliterating entire cities using long-range firepower, a low-tech and high-brutality means of 

breaking an opponent who has gained a potentially decisive battlefield edge from the American weaponry it has 

received. The Ukrainians have been able to reverse much of Russia’s meager territorial gains during an ongoing 

series of counter-offenses that began in early September, with even experienced Russian combat units proving 

unable to hold out against a smaller western-equipped force. 

 

The command-and-control structure of the PLA, with an over-dependence on inexperienced junior and mid-

ranking officers because of a structural deficit of non-commissioned officers, is modeled on that of a Russian 

military whose leadership has proven stunningly poor in recent months. Perhaps most worryingly from a Chinese 

perspective, the army that is currently bogged down in Ukraine is far more battle-tested than China’s, with recent 

experience in Chechnya, Syria, Georgia, and a range of other contexts. In contrast, out of the top 100 officers in 

the Chinese military, only one of them was at junior officer level during the country’s disastrous 1979 invasion 

into Vietnam, which is the last major land war China has fought. 
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A Russian military that’s been fighting somewhere on earth for most of the past 30 years has shown a notable 

inability to carry out complex joint operations in Ukraine—the invasion began with Ukrainian National Guard 

units holding off a botched Russian special forces landing in Hostomel, an air installation outside of Kiev. China 

has been ramping up military drills in recent years, in part to create the impression that the PLA actually can 

coordinate an unified air, land, and sea command for an invasion of Taiwan. But most exercises would not qualify 

as joint (requiring interoperability among services) and would more likely be combined maneuvers (services 

operating next to each other with occasional coordination). 

 

In Beijing, military planners are likely wondering if the PLA could perform any better than its Russian counterpart 

against what is in some respects an even harder target than Ukraine—a mountainous and heavily protected island 

wielding a larger and more advanced arsenal of American and European aircraft and air-defense systems, naval 

systems, and ground forces. China will have to project its troops over considerable distance into Taiwan by sea 

and by air, a formidable and complex undertaking the Russians have not faced in Ukraine. With Taiwan, the U.S., 

and much of the world are carefully watching China’s every military move in and around the vicinity of the 

Taiwan Strait, so the critical element of strategic surprise essential for a successful invasion will be hard to attain. 

 

Russia’s Ukraine adventure should be inspiring caution among the PLA’s professional war-fighting cadre. They 

have seen their closest military ally gamble everything on an elective war of territorial conquest only to end up 

weaker, less feared, and more isolated than they were before the invasion. 

 

Still, it would be a mistake to think that the Ukraine war will convince China never to attempt a takeover of 

Taiwan, or that it will prevent China from using force to pursue its territorial claims in the South China Sea, India, 

or anywhere else. Indeed, a year before the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the Chinese authorities issued a new 

accelerated timeline to the PLA to accomplish key modernization goals at a far more urgent pace. This was 

reiterated by Xi in his keynote speech at the 20th Party Congress in October 2022 when he called for a “quicker 

elevation of the PLA to world-class standards” and the need to achieve key unspecified military development 

goals by 2027 instead of an earlier timeline of 2035. 

 

This suggests that PLA leaders are facing a worrying conundrum over the next few years. The lessons of the 

Russian war against Ukraine shows that China militarily needs much more time to strengthen and revamp its war-

fighting establishment to address the glaring weaknesses and gaps highlighted on the Ukrainian battlefield. 

Politically though, Beijing is becoming increasingly anxious that its goal of reunification with Taiwan is at 

growing risk because deepening ties between Taiwan and the U.S. and its allies. The PLA may find itself being 

called into action well before it is combat-ready. 

 

--Tai Ming Cheung is a professor at the School and director of the University of California Institute on Global 

Conflict and Cooperation (IGCC) 
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35. Three lessons Taiwan should take from Ukraine’s air war 

Ukraine’s success against Russia in the skies shows how tactics have changed, in ways Taipei could replicate, 

write analysts Kelly Grieco and Julia Siegel 

BreakingDefense.com, Oct. 24 (1144) | Kelly Grieco and Julia Siegel 

 

As cheap, unmanned drones proliferate on both sides of the Ukraine conflict, new air superiority tactics are 

emerging almost daily. In the op-ed below, the Stimson Center’s Kelly Grieco and the Atlantic Council’s Julia 

Siegel describe how the new era of aerial warfare could favor a savvy Taiwan, should China decide to invade. 

 

Seven months after Russia’s full-scale invasion, the skies over Ukraine remain contested. Few military pundits 

saw it coming, predicting the Ukrainians stood little chance of defending their airspace. Moscow, too, believed 

its larger and more technologically sophisticated aerospace forces would quickly seize air superiority and 

expected to secure a decisive battlefield victory. 

 

But in war, nothing is easy or inevitable. Rather than experience a quick defeat, Kyiv has stayed in the fight and 

landed a few hard blows to Moscow’s invading forces. Ukraine’s defense ought to inspire Taiwan to follow a 

similar path, should it face down a similar threat from Beijing. 

 

The conventional wisdom in Washington now holds that if China chooses to invade Taiwan, it would likely “go 

big and move fast” in an attempt to conquer the island before the United States and its allies arrive. The underlying 

assumption is that Taiwan’s military would be unable to halt a Chinese incursion without the United States 

intervening directly and quickly. 

 

However, a Chinese invasion of Taiwan is neither imminent nor inevitable. Indeed, the majority of Chinese 

experts assess that Xi Jinping believes peaceful unification is still possible. Moreover, Taiwan has the defender’s 

advantage—it does not need to win outright, it merely needs to deny China a quick victory. 

 

And the key to denying a Chinese victory lays in the air domain: Without the cover of air superiority, China would 

be unlikely to succeed in the event of an amphibious invasion or enforced blockade of the island. 

 

Ukraine offers many lessons for Taiwan in a potential conflict scenario, and Taipei ought to carefully study Kyiv’s 

air and space playbook in particular and be cautious in taking the right lessons forward. China and Russia pose 

inherently different threats, given their distinct geographies, military capabilities, doctrines and strategic interests. 

 

While Ukraine, the second-largest country in Europe, shares a land border with several US allies, Taiwan is not 

only about 1/17th the size of Ukraine but it is also an island nation. Taipei will need to adapt its approach to reflect 

its lack of strategic depth and natural barriers to easy resupply, as well as China’s large arsenal of precision long-

range strike weapons. 

 

Still, three core takeaways are particularly relevant to Taiwan’s defense. 
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1. Small air forces can now access and exploit the air and space domains to battlefield advantage. 

 

The democratization of air, space and intelligence capabilities — a result of low-cost and accessible technologies 

— has lowered barriers of entry into the air and space domains and removed traditional great-power military 

advantage. With allied help, Ukraine has leveraged commercial satellites in combat despite not owning national 

space capabilities, using them to successfully strike enemy forces and send encrypted messages back and forth 

between troops. 

 

Similarly, Ukraine has exploited relatively cheap but still “good enough” combat drones—including the Turkish-

made Bayraktar TB2—to locate and destroy expensive Russian military assets. Thousands of commercial drones, 

some modified to drop munitions, have further hampered Russian ground movements. By employing a mix of 

commercial and dual-use technologies together with more advanced military systems, Ukraine has managed to 

close the capability gap. 

 

Taipei ought to take notice and seek to build a largely roboticized air force with precision-strike capabilities for 

itself. Taiwan has completed long-range flight tests of its domestically-built Ten Yung 2, a combat drone similar 

to the US MQ-1 Predator and recently announced the purchase of four MA-9B Sea Guardian, the maritime variant 

of the US MQ-9A Reaper. These nascent efforts are a step in the right direction, but they ought to be rapidly 

expanded and scaled up to gain an asymmetric advantage. Though Taiwan has traditionally prioritized smaller 

numbers of exquisite platforms, like F-16 fighters, it should prioritize cheaper, asymmetric capabilities to combat 

China. 

 

2. The return of mass to air and space operations favors the defender because it is easier to deny air and space 

superiority than it is to gain it outright. 

 

After many decades of the United States and Western air forces substituting stealth aircraft, space-based 

information advantages and precision weapons for superior numbers, the relationship between quantity and 

quality is now moving in the opposite direction. As the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin reputedly quipped, “quantity 

has a quality all its own,” and that’s becoming true in the modern aerial battlefield. 

 

The advantage now lies with cheap mass. Operating a mix of Cold War era, Soviet-made mobile surface-to-air 

missile systems, anti-aircraft artillery and thousands of shoulder-fired man-portable air defense systems, including 

American-supplied Stingers, Ukraine has managed to deny air superiority to the Russians. Employing so-called 

shoot-and-scoot tactics, Ukrainian defenders have made it difficult for Russians to find and destroy them. 

 

This combination of mobility and layered mass, from high to low altitudes, has allowed Ukraine to survive 

Russia’s air and missile strikes and keep the airspace contested. Without air superiority, Russia’s ground offensive 

cannot succeed — after all, an attacker must concentrate and move to achieve its goals, making it extremely 

vulnerable to air attacks. 
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Taking a page from Ukraine’s playbook, Taiwan ought to develop concepts and capabilities for employing 

sufficiently large numbers of smaller, cheaper, uncrewed systems in a distributed way to increase both the costs 

and uncertainty associated with Chinese military aggression. 

 

If China chose to invade Taiwan, Chinese aircraft and missiles would attempt to target and overwhelm military 

command and control systems at the outset, so as to leave the island in a blind fight. If Taiwan employs a 

distributed defense, however, enough Taiwanese systems would likely survive the initial onslaught and then be 

able to challenge Chinese forces attempting to cross the Taiwan Strait. This force posture would thus give Taiwan 

a more credible deterrent by denial. 

 

3. Robust international and cross-sector partnerships can be a “force multiplier” in countering an adversary’s 

relative military advantages in air and space capabilities. 

 

Ukraine has exploited a strong web of commercial partnerships and international coalition support to military 

advantage. Russian cyber efforts have had limited success, at least in part because of the breadth and depth of 

Kyiv’s network of supporters. For example, after observing a Russian military intelligence operation in progress, 

Microsoft worked with Ukrainian cyber defenders and US government partners to stop the attack. 

 

In the space domain, Ukraine has shown that access to satellite service matters more than ownership of the satellite 

itself. Public-private partnerships will likely become even more central to warfighting as scalable dual-use 

technologies increasingly shape the battlefield. 

 

Taiwan is well-placed to exploit this trend, given its strong information and telecommunications, semiconductor 

and advanced manufacturing industries. These robust commercial and international networks will be critical for 

Taiwan’s ability to generate mass and sustain capacity should it find itself in a prolonged war of attrition with 

China. While Taiwan’s island geography makes resupply more challenging, partnership networks can be 

leveraged for stockpiling critical supplies and putting redundant infrastructure in place during peacetime. 

 

Each of these key takeaways suggest Taiwan ought to invest in what’s popularly known as a porcupine defense, 

with an air force built around large numbers of cheap and mobile systems, trained on air denial concepts and 

tactics, and intertwined in robust international and public-private partnerships to meet potential wartime demands. 

 

While Taipei recently announced a major increase in defense spending for next year, its total defense budget of 

about $19.4 billion is still only equivalent to about 2.4 percent of its projected gross domestic product. Taiwan’s 

investment in its own military’s future ought to match the urgency of the issue—fielding next-generation drones 

and similarly flexible and dispersible systems can deny China a quick win at a reasonable dollar cost. 

 

A readied Taiwanese air force that can deny China a quick victory is the best guarantor of Taiwanese sovereignty, 

for it ought to cause Beijing to think twice about attempting an invasion in the first place. 
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--Kelly A. Grieco is a senior fellow with the Stimson Center’s Reimagining US Grand Strategy Program. Julia 

Siegel is an assistant director in the Forward Defense practice of the Atlantic Council’s Scowcroft Center for 

Strategy and Security. This article is based on Grieco and Siegel’s overview article for the Atlantic Council’s 

“Airpower After Ukraine” series, which advances key themes of the Ukraine air war and implications for future 

air and space forces 
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